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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
ENGLAND. 

The packet ship Patrick Henry, at New York, 
brings Liverpool papers to the 26th December, be- 
ing nine days later than our last advices. From the 
journals before us we make up the following sum- 
mary of intelligence: 

The British Queen arrived and landed her letters 
at Gravesend at 10 A.M.25th December. Letters 
and passengers by her were at Liverpool the morn- 
ing of the 26th. Her long passage was caused by 
strong head winds, having had her decks swept by 
asea,&c. She was to sail again on the lst of 
March. The packet ship Cambridge had not ar- 
rived; the wiads having been easterly several weeks 
on the coast of England. 

The cotton market had sustained itself better, 
perhaps than was expected, having declined only 
about +d. Sales were moderate. The money market 
in England continued in an unsettled state—United 
States bank shares were quoted £18 5a10. Par- 
liament was to meet on the 26th January. The 
queen’s marriage, it was stated in.the Times, would 
take place on the 4th February. Strenuous efforts 
were making all through the kingdom to repeal the 
corn laws. From Huddersfield, Leeds, Rochdale and 
Bradford, the accounts of the state of trade were 
discouraging in the extreme. In Bradford, one of 
the largest failures known in the trade, Messrs. 
Hinds & Co. spinners, had occurred, and had cast 
a general gloom over the town. 

In France, the chamber of deputies has been 
opened by a speech from the king. It is only re- 
markable for its allusion to the good understanding 
existing between England and France on the Turk- 
ish, Egyptian and on the Spanish question. The 
prosecutions for conspiracies against the govern- 
ment continue, and one of the conspirators, the 
marquis de Crouy Chanel, has made his escape. 
Some importance is attached to the presence, at 
Rome, of the duke of Bordeaux, and the French 
legitimatists are said to be hurring there in crowds 
to see him, which of course is viewéd with an evil 
eye by the government of Louis Phillippe. A mig- 
understanding has taken place at a port in the 
Mauritius, between the coinmanders of an English 
and French ship of war, of which the Paris papers 
would inake a national affair, but which, no doubt, 
will be quietly settled by the two governments. 

From the possessions of France, on the coast of 
Africa, the accounts are still calculated to give 
great uneasiness to the government. The French 
anon almost entirely confined to their military sta- 

ions. 

In Spain, no military movements between tie 
contending parties has taken place, but the posi- 
tion of affairs there seems growing graduaily more 

Vou. ViIf.—Sie. 24, 











auspicious to the restoration of tranquillity through- 
out that kingdom. 

The London money market presents no new fea- 
ture. Severely cramped it still is, but that we 
knew it was before. Certain it is, however, its em- 
barrassments have nat increased, but in one re- 
spect diminished. ‘There had been no export of 


preceding our advices. This, it is true, is partly 
to be attributed to the wise policy of the Bank of 
England in furnishing bills through the Messrs. 
Barings, and that they were able to do this, is at 
least so far a favorable symptom. Whether they 
will be able to continue to keep down in this way, 
the rates of exchange, when the Baltic ports open 
with their avowed short crop of grain, appears to 
us very doubtful. Indeed as the season advances, 
and the deficiency in their crop becomes more se- 
verely felt, it is not unlikely that the supplies they 
will require from this country will, in addition to 
our full crop of cotton, being then at market, create 
a heavy demand on then for specie to ship to the 
U. States. The grain averages remain the same. 

The King William steamer was totally lost in 
August last, at the entrance of New Castle harbor, 
New South Wales. She was built in England in 
1826, and was about 400 tons burthen. Nolives lost. 

United States bank. The following circular, 
which, is without date, was issued by Messrs. 
Baring & Co. relative to the affairs of the United 
States bank, and will be read with interest: 

‘The late loan made by the United States bank 
for about two years, and for £800,000 on deposite 
of Pennsylvania and other states’ stock, at a price 
which gives 10 per cent. annual interest to the 
subscribers, shows what rate of interest must be 
paid to obtain any amount of money on the best 
American securities, and serves therefore, as a 
guide to the capitalists here for their purchase of 
state stocks. e quote the last prices of the prin- 
cipal securities at which business has been done, 
but must add that, even at these rates, only small 
and occasional sales are practicable. 

“The continued fall in their value destroys spe- 
culation, whilst many years will be required for 
real investments to absorb all that is at present in 
ourmarket. Wedo not doubt but that such gradual 

urchases will continue of the stocks of well- 

pown states which do not over-issue, and which 
faithfully meet their engagements to their creditors, 
as the confidence in the resources and national 
honor of the United States remains undiminished 
in this. country, as well as the conviction that by 
such investments England eiaploys her annual sur- 
plus of capital both safely and profitably, encou- 


ties of mutual interest between the two countries. 

“But if the old scheme of internal improvements 
in the union is to-be carried into effect on the vast 
scale and with rapidity lately projected, and by the 
means of foreign capital, a more comprehensive 
guarantee than that of individual states will be re- 
quired to raise so large an amount in a short time. 

A national pledge would undoubtedly collect 
capital together from all parts of Europe, but the 
forced sales of loans made separately by all the in- 
dividual states, in reckless competition, through a 
number of channels, render the terms more and 
more onerous for all, lower the reputation of Ame- 
rican credit, and (as reliance is almost exclusively 
placed upon the London market), produce temporary 
mischief here, by absorbing the floating capital, 
diverting money from reguiar business, derangin 
banking operations, and producing an unnatur 
balance of trade against this country. 

“It would seem, therefore, as if most of the states 
must either pause in the execution of their works 
of improvement, or some general system of com- 
bination must be adopted. 

‘All corpcration stocks are neglected, nor do we 
hear of any transaction in bank shares, excepting 
those of the United States bank. 

‘*We have the honor to be your obedient servants, 
(Signed) BARING, BROTHERS & CO.” 
he French newspapers are filled with accounts 

of the distress prevailing in every part of France. 
Not only in the manufacturing towns but in the 
agricultura) districts great numbers of people are 
reduced toa state of actual starvation. Bands of 
wretched people traverse the villages, some beg- 





ging, Dut the greater portion breaking open houses 


rages her best customer, and binds more closely the: 


| 


specie or bullion to the continent during the week | 


nee ee 





and stealing whatever they find. It is estimated 
that no less than eighty thousand persons in Paris 
daily have recouyse to the,public bounty. 

About 60 mills in English manufacturing towns 
have stopped. 

There. were exported from London to China, 
during the week ending December 19, 295,805 
ounces of specie, and 38,000 ounces to Calcutta. 

American flour in bond is 31 shillings. 

Lord Durham is spoken of to succeed lord Pon- 
sonby to Turkey. 

Mr. Cunard’s line of stenmers commence run- 
ning on May ist. The new steam ship United 
States will soon take her place in the Transatlantic 


line, and leave Liverpool April 20. 


Glasgow. Heavy failures continue to occur at 


Glasgow—within the last few weeks failures to the 
extent of between 200,006 anc 300,000 pounds in 
that city alone. 


From the Banker’s Circular. | 

We have good ground for stating that the bullion 
in the bank at this instant considerably exceeds 
£3,500,000. The amount of silver exported since 
the 4th of December, to Hamburg chiefly—reach- 
ing above £200,000 in value—is for the regulation 
of the exchange, and the highest authorities in the 
city on this matter, express great confidence that 
the exchanges will be set to right without renewed 
difficulty and alarm. 

The Liverpool steam ship was to leave Liverpoot 
on the 20th of January. 

The Great Western was advertised to leave 
Bristol on the 20th of February. 

The Gazette de France announces that the pope 
had issued letters ad fuluram ad memoriam, pro- 
hibiting the slave trade. The apostolical letters 
are dated December 3. 

London money market, Dec. 25. 

American stocks: Alabama, (sterling) 5; Loui- 
siana, (sterling) 5 89; Mexican, 6 57 7-8; do. 
(deferred) 6; Michigan, 6; Mississippi, (ster- 
ling) 5; Neapolitan, 5; New York, (payable 1855), 
5 85; Ohio, 6 90; Pennsylvania, 5 77 K2; South 
Carolina, 5 82 1-2. 

Markets.—Liverpool, 24th December, 1839.. Our 
last circular was under date of the 14th instant. 
For soine days subsequent, the quantity of cotton 
pressing on the market continued to exceed the de- 


-mand, particularly of the better qualities, and these 





further declined 1-8al-4d. per lb, while the depres- 
sion on all under fair, was slight and has since been 
recovered; the demand having been more general 
for four or five days past, and less anxiety evinced 
by holders to realize. 

The market has consequently assumed rather 


‘more firmness and steadiness; for, though the con- 


sumers still appear pretty generally to confine their 
operations to the supply of present wants, there 
has been some little speculative demand and some 
purchases for export, which have Poaceae a fair 
extent of business; but the fair and good qualities 
are still dull and difficult to sell, and the market 
altoxether, though more steady, is by no means brisk. 

The sales for the week ending the 20th instant 
amounted to 24,000 bales, of which 7,340 were Up- 
land at 6 3-4a7 1-4; 8,440 Orleans at 5 3-4a8 3-4; 
4,800 Alabama and Mobile at Sa7 1-2, and 50 Sea 
Island at 20a80d. per lb. About 1,800 bales were 
taken on speculation, and 20,000 by export buyers. 
On Saturday, the 21st instant, the business was 
estimated at 3,500 bales; yesterday about 4,000, and 
to-day about 3,000 bales have been sold, The im- 
port continues very light. Fair qualities may be 
quoted at 6 5-8a7d. per Ib. 

Flour in bend is in regular fair demand at 30a31s 
The most recent sales have consisted chiefly of the 
best parcels—western canal, &c.—at the latter 
price. A parcel of American wheat, of good quali- 
ty, was in the market to-day, and held at 8s. 4d. per 
70 lbs. in bond; it would no doubt sell freely at 8s. 
The duty on wheat remains at 18s. 8d. per qr. and 
on flour 11s. 23-4d. per bbl. 

From the quality and condition of the new wheat 
appearing in the different markets, an opinion is 
gaining ground that the late crops were more ex- 
tensively damaged than was generally supposed 
some time back. 

Turpentise continues dull. About 1,700 barrels 
sold to-day by auction at 11s. 10d. for middling to 
12s. 3d. per ewt. for prime quality. The tobacco 


market is flat. 
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CHINA. 

The ship Robert Fulton, at N. York from China, 
sailed..from.Hong Kong on the 25th September. 

In the early part of September a boat with a 
number of British seainen disappeared, and the 
Chinese were suspected of having captured them. 
On the 11th, captain Smith of the British ship of 
war Volage, with the advice of captain Elliott, de- 
clared a blockade of the port of Canton, which was 
to be enforced after six days. But meanwhile the 
missing ¢rew was found; the American merchants 
and shipmasters ‘protested, and on the 16th the no- 
tice was revoked. 

Captain Mac¢Michaels, of the Robert Fulton, re- 
ports that the British, with their families, had been 
obliged, by the Chinese to leave Macao, and were 
on board the English ships at Hong Kong, 35 miles 
eastward of Macao. Captain Elliott, chief super- 
intendent of the English trade, had hoisted his flag 
on board the English country ship Fort William.— 
The British trade with China was totally suspended, 
and no prospect of an adjustment of the difficulties, 
without aid from England. The opium trade, how- 
ever, was carried on very briskly, and-at high 

rices, on the eastern coast of China, under the 

ritish flag. This alone would prevent the possi- 
bility of a renewal of the English trade with Can- 
ton, and may eventually lead to a suspension of all 
foreign irade, 

There was much irritation between the English 
and Chinese, the former having fired into several 
junks, and having made an attack, under the com- 
mand of captain Elliott, on the forts and junks at 
Kow Loore, a few miles to the eastward of Hong 
Kong; it was reported several Chinese had been 
killed, amongst which was a Mandarin of rank.— 
Captain Elliott narrowly escaped, having a ball 
through his hat. The Chinese claimed the victory. 
A very severe edict had been issued by the high 
commissioner, in consequence of the above attack, 
and the notice of the intended blockade. 

The American trade continued without molesta- 
tion on the part of the Chinese. Several vessels 
under the American, Spanish and Danish flags, were 
employed in bringing India cotton and British ma- 
nufactures to Canton from Hong Kong, at high 
rates of freight. The British ship Mermaid had 
been purchased at Hong Kong, and was employed 
in the freighting business, under the American flag, 
between there and Canton. 

Au additional export duty on teas and silks was 
about being laid by the Chinese, to meet the extra- 
ordinary expenses occasioned by the unsettled state 
of affairs between them and the English; new 
forts have been built at the entrance of the river, 
and rafts and chains thrown across if. An arrival 
at St. Heleua from Singapore, reports that several 
vessels, fully armed, were about sailing for the 
east coast of China, with a determination of carry - 
ing on the opium trade. 

Under a decree issued by the Chinese authorities, 
American ships were allowed to proceed at once to 
the Bogue, in compliance with a petition from some 
ofthe American merchants. 

BERMUDA. 

The Norfolk Beacon, of Monday, has received 
the Bermuda Royal Gazette, of the 14th of January. 

There is nothing new in the island. 

The Danish schooner Tom, Sinith, master, from 
St. Croix, 27 days, bound to the Delaware, put into 
Hamilton in distress on the 6th ult. haying lost 
both masts ina severe gale. Captain Smith died 


TEXAS. 

The advices from Galveston, received at New 
Orleans, are to the 14th inst. 

Advices from Austin to the Ist, state that colonel 
Burleson had defeated the Indians at Pecau Bayou, 
with a loss of six killed and twenty-five prisoners. 
Captain Lynch fell in the combat. It was ascertain- 
ed also that colonel Ross had been killed in a street 
fight in Gonzales. The Mexicans have begun to 
trade freely with the Austinians. Their last cara- 
van consisted of one hundred and seventy mules, 
and some hundred thousand dollars of specie. 

Congress was to adjourn on the 17th, after pass- 
ing a law to sectionize the Cherokee lands. In the 
Burleson fight, Egg, a noted chief fell. The wife 
of Bowles was among the captured. 

Some time since, a British vessel (the Agnes) 
arrived at Galveston with emigrants. It appears 
that John Woodward, the Texan consul at New 
York, had sold to a Mr. Iken, an English capitalist, 
large quantities of Texan lands, to which he had 
not the shadow of a title, and that these emigrants 
who had come out, had purchased their lands of 
Iken. Their disappointment may be easily ima- 
yined. A large meeting was held in Galveston, 
some days ago, at which general Hunt presided, to 
express their opinion of Woodward’s conduct. 
They recommended his immediate discharge. It 
is said that congress will grant these emigrants do- 
nations of land in addition to their head rights. 

The Sabine has overflowed its banks, so as to pre- 
vent the tracing of the boundary line. Large quan- 
tities of cotton are on its banks waiting to get out. 

Mr. Yates, the bearer of the French treaty, has 
arrived at Austin. 

Austin.—A letter from Austin, (Texas), dated 
December 31, says: “The accommodations at the 
hotels here are much better than was expected. 
Board can be had at the very best hotels in the 
place at $2 per day, par money; at private houses, 
from 75 cents to $1 per day ischarged. Lots con- 
tinue to rise in value. Lands in the vicinity of 
Austin are muchin demand. Good land within 
five miles of the city can yet be obtained at $5 per 
acre. Strangers, and many of them of a valuable 
class, are constantly arriving; and many of them 
are becoming interested in Austin and in the lands 
in its neighborhood.” 


THE LEXINGTON. 

The widow's mite. The following affecting inci- 
dent, connected with the burning of the steamboat 
Lexington, is related in the New York Commercial 
Advertiser: 

The reader may have noticed several advertise- 
ments, rectal 3 rewards for the bodies of unfortu- 
nate individuals who perished in that sad calamity 
—the amount offered generally indicating that the 
surviving relatives are in afflvent or at least com- 
fortable circumstances. But in one instance the 
sum mentioned is only five dollars—the pittance of 
a poor widow, who in the sudden and terrible loss 
of her husband has lost also the means of subsis- 
tence, and amid the grief and desolation of her be- 
reaveinent, has also to encounter the woes of pover- 
ty—perhaps of immediate and severe distress. 

We contrasted her situation with that of others 
who had suffered like her, in this calamity. They 
can nourish their grief in the welcome solitude of 
their own homes, committing all that they wish 
done to the charge of sympathising friends, or of 
agents whose services they can remunerate, and 





| therefore may command; she must take up the bur- 





on the same day of an illness contracted during’ 
the storm. His parents reside in Baltimore. 

The British man of war Winchester, with the 
flag of vice-admiral sir Thomas Harvey, sailed 
frou Bermuda on the 14th bound to Jamaiea. 

H. M. 8. Inconstant, captain Pring, arrived at 
Jamaica on the 18th ult. from Vera Cruz, with 
$150,000 on board, for the government and colo- 
nial bank, and sailed on the 21st for Barbadoes and ; 
England. 

MEXICO, | otal 

The Havana Nolicioso of the 15th ult. contains 
an article from the Mexican Government Journal, 
which contradicts most unqualifiedJy the trath of the 
accounts formerly received of the capture of Mata- 
moras by the federalists —-The Mexican editor de- 
clares that Matamoras ‘is not only not captured, 
which he acknowledges it gives him great ssatisfac- 
tion to say, but that the federal army of 40:0 men 
and 10-pieces of cannon, exist no where except in 
the heated imagination of some fanatical writer. 
He denies that the town of Mejia has been ¢:a) stur- 
ed by the federal forces, or that there is any } lace 


wen of her sorrow, and while itis weighing upon 
her beart, go forth into the bustle of the world, to 
gather up as best she may the where-withal to sus- 
tain her cwo life and that of her little one. And 
the first erraizd of her widowhood was this one of 
love and sorrow—to abstract from her little store, 
or perhaps to obiain from the kindness of friends 
willing indeed buf no better able than herself to 
spare it, the trifling s7m with which she hopes to 
buy the melancholy satisfaction of one more look 
npon the body of her husband, and’ of committing 
it decently to consecrated earth. There was some 
thing in this effort of humble affection that touched 
our feelings even more than all te harrowing inci- 
dents of the burning itself. We thought of the 
idow’s mite in scripture. fe 
"P. §.—Will not aim benevolent individuals add 
to the reward offered by the widow? We are pre- 
ared to increase the amount somewhat, but we 
should like to give it such an addition as would in- 
duce special efforts for the recovery of the body. 
The New York Commercial acknowledges the 





of that name which is even a considerable y il, \age. 
He says’ Matamoras, although not fortified, is sc me- 
thing of a place; and that the federalists, shoul: | \ the 
attempt its capture, will find they are dealing \ vit 
more than a wind-mill. The Mexican article i: + of 
the date of 18th Deceinber 
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i seventy-seven dollars for the ‘poor wi- 
one offered five dollars, all she had in the 
world—for the recovery of the body of her dead 
liusband, lost in the Lexington. a st 

The New York Courier and Enquirer, in nar- 


Lexington, and the finding of the four bodies mer. 
tioned in this paper of Baturde, says: eee 
“Captain Brown, of Smithtown, who appears to 
be an honest, plain spoken man, relates a circum. 
stance in connection with the discovery of these 
bodies, which we should not relate, if 2 did not 
tell it with an apparent conviction of its truth. He 
says thaton Monday night he dreamed that a boat 
had come onshore in Smithtown bay, that he in 
consequence rose before daylight and went to the 
spot, where, about half an hour after sunrise, he 
discovered the boat, and immediately called upon 
his neighbors and the coroner, Darling D. Whitney, 
esq. to accompany him to secure the bodies. This 
was done with great care, and in a way to prevent 
even the suspicion that any one of the valuable 
property about the bodies, had been disturbed.” 

It is stated that the body of Mr. Finn, the come- 
dian, one of the passengers in the Lexington, has 
been recovered. It was found floating, with a life 
preserver attached toit. Also that two more names, 
Benjamin D. Holmes and William Dexter, both of 
Boston, are to be added to the list of victims. 

Several suits have been commenced against the 
company by persons in this city, who had goods on 
board of the Lexington. [ Providence Journal. 

We copy from the New York Courier and En- 
quirer the subjoined testimony of captain Hilliard, 
the only passenger saved from the Lexington. The 
account is somewhat in detail, but as it is the most 
explanatory of the proceedings during the fire of 
any that we have seen, we copy the whole as it was 
given before the coroner: 

Captain Chester Hilard sworn. I went on board 
the Lexington at 3 o’clock, P. M. I don’t know the 
number of passengers she had on board. I esti- 
mated from the number at the table that there were 
150 passengers; but I have since been induced to 
believe that the estimate was too large. I paid no 
particular attention to the lading of the freight on 
board; I think the greatest proportion of the freight 
consisted of cotton; it was stowed under the pro- 
menade deck. There might have been boxes of 
goods on board, but I did not notice. 


Between the wheelhouse and engine, there was 
sufficient space for a person to pass; whether more 
than sufficient for one person or not, I cannot say. 
There wasa tier of cotton bales stowed in the pas- 
sage; I think on the side next to the wheelhouse; 
I went into the forecastle; I think there were over 
the forecastle three or four baggage cars, the life 
boat was onthe starboard side of the promenade 
deck, forward of the wheelhouse; I took no notice 
of the boat, until I saw persons endeavoring to clear 
her away; she was covered with canvass; I also 
saw the two quarter boats lowered away, after the 
fire broke out, but did not notice them before. 


We took supper about six o’clock; there were 
two tables set, I should think more than one-half 
the length of the cabin. These tables were filled, 
and some of the passengers were coinpelled to wait 
for the second table; the boat ran, nichole, 12 to 14 
knots per hour; I think that we must have taken 
supper somewhat before 6 o’clock; I think that the 
supper occupied from half to three quarters of an 
hour; I don’t know capt. Child, and cannot say 
whether he was at the table or not. 


It was about an hour after supper that I heard the 
alarm of fire. I was then on the point of turning 
in; [ had my coat and boots off; I think my berth 
was No. 45 or 49, the third length aft from the 
companion way and very near it, on the starboard 
side; I did not, atthe time, apprehend any thing 
serious; I slipped on my coat and boots and went 
on deck; I put on my hat and took my overcoat on 
my arm: When I got on deck I discovered the 
casing of the smoke pipe on fire, and I think a part 
of the promenade deck was also on fire; there was 
a great rush of the passengers, and much confusion, 
so that I could not notice particularly; the after 
part of the casing was burning and the fire was 
making aft; I thought at the time that the fire might 
be subdued; I saw the fire below the promenade 
deck; I did not notice whether there was any fire 
below the main deck; I was aft at the time, and 
could nof, therefore, see distinctly; I was never be- 
fore on board of the Lexington, and know nothing 
of the construction of the smoke pipe. 


I saw nothing of the commander, but from what 
I could hear of the crew forward, I supposed they 
were at work trying to ng the fire engine; I saw 
no buckets used, and think they were not made use 
of; I saw fire buckets on board, but can’t say how 
many; I think the fire engine was not get to work, as 
I saw nothing of it. I shortly after went upon the 

romenade deck, previously my attention had been 
directed tothe passengers, who were rushing into 
the quarter boafs, and when I went on to the quar- 
ter deck the boats were both filled. They seemed 





rating some of the particulars of the loss of the {to be stupidly determined to destroy themselves; as 
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well as the boats, which were their only means of 
safety. I went to the starboard boat, which they 
were lowering away; they lowered it until she took 
the water, and then I think I saw some one,cut the 
forward tackle fall; it was at all events disengaged, 
and no one could at the time have unhooked the 
fall; the boat was instantly filled with water, there 
being at the time some twenty persons in her; 
the boat passed immediately astern, entirely clear. 
I then went tothe other side; the other boat was 
cleared away and lowered in the same manner as 
the other, full of passengers. ‘This boat fell astern 
entirely disengaged, as the other had done; she fell 
away before she had entirely filled with water, 

By this time the fire had got to going so that I 
pretty much made my mind up ‘it wasa case.” I 
thought the best thing that could be done was to 
run the boat ashure, and for this purpose went to 
the wheelhouse to look for captain Child, ampecting 
to find him there. I found captain Child there. 
advised him to run for the shore. The captain re- 
plied that she was already headed for the land. The 
fire by this time began to come up around the pro- 
menade deck, and the wheelhouse was completely 
filled with smoke. There were two or three per- 
sons on the promenade deck near the wheelhouse, 
and their attention was turned to the life boat. I 
was at this time apprehensive that. the promenade 
deck would fall through. The life boat was clear- 
ed away. I assisted in stripping off the tarpaulin, 
but I had no notion of going in her, as I made my 
mind up that if they got her down on to the main 
deck they would serve her as they had done the 
others. The steamer was then under headway. 
They cleared her away, I think launched her over the 
side. Before I leftthe promenade deck [ thought it 
was time for me to leave; however, as the fire was 
bursting up through the deck, I then went aft and 
down on to the main deck, They were then at 
work with the hose—but whether by the aid of the 
engine or not I cannot say. I did not know at the 
time that there was a force pump on board. 

The smoke was so dense that I could not see 
distinctly what they were about. I think that the 
communication with the fore part of the boat was 
by that time cut off. Up tothis time, from the first 
hearing of the alarm, perhaps twenty minutes had 
elapsed. The engine had now been stopped about 
five minutes. I then recommended to the few deck 
hands and passengers who remained to throw the 
cotton overboard. This was done, myself lending 
my aid. I told the passengers that they must do 
something for themselves, and the best thing they 
could do was to take to the cotton. There were 
perhaps ten or a dozen bales thrown overboard, 
which were pretty much all there were on the lar- 
board side which had not taken fire. I then cut off 
a piece of line, perhaps four or five fathoms, and 
with it spanned a bale of cotton, which I believe 
was the last one not on fire. It was a very snug 
square bale. It was about four feet long by three 
feet wide, and a foot anda half thick. Aided b 
one of the firemen,I put the bale upon the rail, 
round which we tock a turn, slipped the bale down 
below the guard, when we both gotontoit. We 
got on the bale before we lowered it. The boat 
then lay broadside to the wind, and we were un- 
der the lee of the boat on the larboard side. We 
placed ourselves one on each end of the bale, facing 
each other. With our weight on the bale it re- 
mained about one-third out of the water. 

The wind was pretty fresh, and we drifted at the 
rate of about a knot anda half. We did not lash 
ourselves to the bale, but coiled the rope up and 
laid iton the top of the bale. My companion did 
not like the idea of leaving the boat immediately, 
but wished to hold on tothe guards. I determined 
to get out of the way, believing that to remain 
there much longer it would be pretty hot quarters. 
We accordingly shoved the bale along round the 
stern. The moment we had reached the stern, we 
left the boat and drifted away abouta knot anda 
half. This was just 8 o’clock by my watch which 
I took out and looked al. 

As we left the wreck I picked up a piece of 
board, which I used as a paddle or rudder, with 
which to keep the bale ‘end to the sea.” 

At the time we leit the boat, there were but few 
persons remaining onboard. I saw one lady. The 
ladies’ cabin was then all on fire. The reason why 
I noticed the lady was, that her child had got over- 
board and was then about two rods from her. We 
pene by the child so near, that I could put my 
rand on to it as it lay onits back. The lady saw 
us approaching the child, and cried out for us to 
save it. Wethen drifted away from the boat, and 
in ten minutes more we could see no persons on 
board except those on the forecastle. I should 
think the child was a female from its dress. [ 
think it had on a bonnet. The child was dead, 


I don’t recollect how the lady was dressed, or 
what she said, I did not see any other child with 
the lady. I could not notice particulars, as it was 
at the time pretty rough; I had as much as I could 
do te. manage my bale of cotton; we were sitting 
astride of the bale, with our feet in the water, I 
was wet up to my middle from the water which at 
times washed over the bale, we were in sight of the 
boat all the time till she went down, when we were 
about a mile distant; when we left the wreck, it 
was cloudy, but about 9 o’clock, it cleared off, and 
we had a fine night of it until the moon went down; 
I looked at my watch as ofien as every Half hour 
through the night; the boat went down at 3 o’clock; 
it was so cold as to make it necessary for me to 
exert inyself to keep warm, which I did by whip- 
ping my bands and arms around my body; about 4 
o’clock, the bale capsized with us; a heavy sea 
came and carried the bale over endwise; my com- 
panion was at this time with me; we managed to 
get on tothe bale on its opposite side; we at this 
time lost, our piece of board, and afterwards the 
bale was ungovernable, and went as itliked; my com- 
panion had complained a good deal of the cold from 
our first setting out; he did’nt seem to have that 
spirit about him that he ought to have had; he was 
continually fretting himself about things which he 
had no business todo. He said his name was Cox,, 
and that his wife lived in this city, at 71 Cherry 
street. He appeared to have given up all hopes of 
our being saved. On our first starting from the 
boat I gave him my vest, as he had on his chest only a 
flannel shirt. He had on pantaloons, boots and 
cap. He said he was a fireman on board the boat. 

Cox remained on the bale after it upset about 2 
or 2 1-2 hours until it was about day light. For 
the last half hour that he remained, he had been 
speechless and seemed to have. lost all use of his 
hands, as he did not try to hold on. I rubbed him 
and beat his flesh, and used otherwise every effort 
I could to keep his blood in circulation. It was 
still very rough, and I was obliged to exert myself 
to hold on. The bale coming broadside to the sea, 
it gave a lurch and Cox slippea off and I saw him 
no more. He went down without a struggle. I 
then got more into the middle of the bale, to make 
it ride as it should and in that way continued until 
at least for about an hour. I got my feet on the 
bale and so remained until the sloop picked me up. 
The sea had by this time become quite smooth.— 
On seeing the sloop I waved my hat, to attract the 
attention of those on board. I was not frozen in 
any part. 

The name of the sloop was the **Merchant,”’ cap- 
tain Meeker, of Southport. I think captain M. and 
those on board the sloop are entitled to a great deal 
of credit, as they did more on the occasion than any 
one else. It appears that they tried during the 
night to get out to the aid of those on board the Lex- 
ington, but in coming out the sloop grounded on 
the bar, and they were compelled before they could 
get her off to lighten her of part of her cargo. It 
was 11 o’clock when I was picked up. The sloop 
had previous to reaching me, spoken the light boat 
to make inquires relative to the direction of the fire. 
On going on board of the sloop I had every possi- 
ble attention paid me—they took me into the cabin 
and then cruised in search of others. They picked 
up two other living men and the bodies of two 
others. The living men were captain Manchester, 
pilot of the Lexington, and the other Charles Smith, 
a hand on board. 

At the time I went to the wheel house and saw 
captain Childs, he seemed confused, he said they 
were running for the land; he then went to the 
wheel house, and that was the last I saw of hin. I 
rather think he stayed there until he suffocated, as 
I don’t know that he was seen afterwards. As re- 
gards the tiller ropes, I don’t know certain any 
thing about them, but I had the impression that the 
tiller ropes were burnt off, but cannot tell positively. 
Directly over the fire room was « grating laid across, 
through which I couki see down; I think that after 
the life boat was thrown overboard, that a person 
could have passed from the fore to the aft of the 
vessel on the promenade deck. [ did not know 
that there was any extra steering gear on board. I 
did not notice whether the tiller was shipped or not. 

By a juror—How near to the smoke pipe was the 
cotton or other baggage stowed? 

Answer. I don’t know, I did’nt notice. 

Q. After you went to the wheel house, how soon 
did the pilot leave? 

A. Why, if it was him who hove over the life 
boat, he went while I was there. 

IT don’t know that I have bad any conversation 
with captain Vanderbilt, relative to what ought to 
have been done wien the fire broke out. Edo think, 
however, that when I first saw the fire, there would 
, have been little difficulty in putting it out with the 
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ter boats might perhaps have carried safely fifteen 
persons each, CHESTER HILLARD. 
from the N. York Enquirer, Jan. 8. 

The steamboat Statesman, left the city on Wed- 
nesday morning, for the purpose of visiting the 
places and shores contiguons to the spot where the 
late fatal accident occurred, had not returned-this 
morning. Capt. Brooks, of the Nimrod, however, 
spoke her on Thursday evening at Southport, and 
from him we learn, that after leaving the city, she 
proceeded along the coast of Long Island to Eaton’s 
Neck, where the people first seemed to have any 
knowledge of the disaster. 

Thence she proceeded on her search, and on ar- 
riving off Oldfield Point, there perceived wagons 
loading articles that had apparently drifted ashore. 
On landing, it was found that these were trunks 
and baggage belonging to the. passengers of the 
Lexington, and the wreck master there had taken 
them under his charge. There they also found the 
dead body of Mr. Philo Upson, of Egremont, Mass. 
which had been washed ashore with a life preser- 
ver around it. From the papers about him it is 
supposed he followed the business of a patent lea- 
ther: dresser. The Statesman then crossed to 
Southport, Connecticut, where capt. Manchester, 
the pilot, is laying, who was saved, and yesterday 
morning pursued her cruize further to the eastward, 
along the Long Island coast. 

We understand from a source on which we can 
rely, that the pilot, capt. Manchester, says, that 
shortly after the fire broke out, he went to the 
wheel house, got the wheel hard up, and then the 
rope parted, it being hide rope, connecting with 
the chain and iron rods. He then sprung down to 
launch the life boat, which was broken by the pad- 
dies, as has been already described. 

A bale of cotton was his next resource, to which 
he found a man lashed. Finding, during the night, 
that the man was dead, he cut his body loose, fear- 
ing it might cause the bale toturn over. Manches- 
ter was picked up, lashed to the bale, senseless, and 
how he came so lashed, he does not recollect. 

Smith, one of the hands also saved, says that he 
jumped overboard at about § o’clock and swam to a 
bale of cotton, after floating on which five hours 
and a half inthe water, he got back to the wreck 
and warmed himself for an hour by the fire, and 
then got on that part of the wreck from which he 
was picked up. 

There are some discrepancies with captain Hil- 
liard’s account, in the statements roade by these in- 
dividuals, and some improbabilities. We however 
give them as they fell {rom their lips, to aid the ju- 
dicial investigation which will no doubt take place, 
into the cause of this lamentable catastrophe. 

The postmaster at Southport, Ct. writes that the 
bodies of Mr. Hempstead, of Brooklyn, (first en- 
gineer,) and that of Job Sands, (head waiter), a 
colored man, had floated ashore at that place. 

We are told that the driver of the Riverhead 
stage, who arrived here at ten o’clock, yesterday 
morning, by. the Long Island rail road, says one 
person has been saved from the Lexington. He 
floated ashore opposite Riverhead, about forty miles 
beyond the place where the disaster occurred—he 
was unable to give his name, but strong hopes were 
expressed by the physicians in attendance that he 
would recover. He was left at the house of Mr. 
Terry. 

This latter information appears to us rather apo- 
cryphal. We have endeavored to trace it to an au- 
thentic source, but without success. This much, 
however, we believe is true, that one of the letter 
bags on board the Lexington has been picked up 
at Riverhead or Brookhaven, marked “Charlestown’’ 
and arrived at the post office here yesterday after- 
noon. The driver of the mail stage, which brought 
it, heard the rumor of bedies also being washed 
ashore, but nothing positive. Fn addition to this, 
we may add that some gentleman who have been 
out on the island, on the melancholy task of seek- 
ing the bodies of relations or friends, have return- 
ed without hearing any thing of the above indivi- 
dual at Riverhead. Late last evening we heard 
that Mr. Dow, the brother of one of the unfortunate 
passengers, had returned in the belief that he found 
the corpse of hita he sought, but it was so disfigur- 
ed by ice and in other ways, that he could not 
speak positively. 

All kinds of rumors were afloat as to the bodies 
washed ashore on Long Island. One individual was 
said to have reached the city with information that 
the person who had come ashore at Riverhead, had 
died on the foMowing day, another that four more 
dead bodies had been found there.»We' merel 
mention these reports, repeating that after muc 
inquiry we could trace them to no” satisfactory 
source. 

It will be scarcely credited, yet we have heard 
from two or three quarters, and ofie of which ig en- 
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titied to every consideration, that the sloop Im- 
ete ye of Brookhaven, was in sight of the 

urning steamboat during the whole time of the 
conflagration. That the hand on deck, on secing 
the flames, went below and called up the captain 
who was in his berth. He came on deck, said it 
must be a steamboat, and then turned in again. It 
is painful even to relate such an instance of brutal 
indifference to human suffering. 

We learn besides the passengers whose names 
we have already published, that among them is Mr. 
John Marshall, a glass blower who has left a wife 
and three children. 

Four bodies found. The New York Journal of 
Commerce states that on Tuesday morning, Mr. 
Nathaniel Brown, a worthy farmer near Stoney 
Brook, Long Island, discovered one of the boats of 
the Lexington firmly imbedded in the ice, about 
half a mile from theshore. The boat was itself full 
of ice, but on cutting it out, the bodies of Mr. 
Craig,and Mr. Brackett, of New York, Mr. Wm. 
A. Green, of Providence, and Mr. David Green, of 
Philadelphia, were found. 

On all the bodies were found the letters and arti- 
cles of value which the passengers haa before the 
accident. In the pocket of Mr, Green, of Provi- 
dence, were found $15,000 in bank bills, sundry 
letters, &c. All the bodies were brought to New 
York. 

lt is presumed that these gentlemen were in the 
boat when it was lowered. It struck the water bow 
first and was capsized, and the presumption is, that 
being strong they held on, and found themselves in 
the boat tien she righted, but the boat full of wa- 
ter. Having no means of bailing out the water, and 
doubtless chilled with cold and exposure, the un- 
happy men were only sustained with their faces 
above the surface, and finally, when their strength 
failed, their heads fell upon the cross seats, where 
they were found. Mr. Green, of Providence, in the 
bow, and Mr. Craig, in the stern, the others in the 
centre. 

The place where the boat was found is the head 
of a bay, two miles from the sea, with only avery 
narrow inlet, and there can be but little doubt that 
the boat floated into the position where it was found, 
within twenty-four hours of the disaster. 


Information has also been received that captain 
Woolsey had found a writing desk, belonging to 
capt. Eleazar Kimball, with $440. 

1 trunk, marked J. C. Brown. 

1 do. belonging to Mrs. Winslow. 

1 do. do. Charles Bosworth. 

1 do. do. William Marshall. Which 
capt. Woolsey has in charge. : 

[ Balt. Amer. Jan. 25. 


From the New York Times. 

Enquiry into the cause of the calamity of the Lex- 
ingion. The coroner, has in this case, been through- 
out untiring in his zeal and exertions, to produce 
in evidence, every fact and circumstance that could 
by any possibility, be brought to bear upon the mat- 
ter, under investigation. 


At the meeting of the inquest yesterday morning, 
the coroner briefly addressed the jury. He inform- 
ed them that he had no more testimony to lay be- 
fore them, and requested that if any of the jurors 
could suggest any means by which any additional 
facts could be brought to light, that they would sug- 
gest the same. The jury were then given in charge 
all the papers and documents, and they retired to 
deliberate upon a verdict. 

At6o’clock in the evening, it was announced 
that they had agreed, and they then came in with 
the following: 

Verdict—*That the deceased, Stephen Waterbu- 
ys Philo Upson, Silas Thorburn, Benja. Lader and 

acob C, Bates, came to their death in consequence 
of the burning of the steamboat Lexington, in Long 
Island Sound on the 13th instant.” 

The jury also appended to their verdict, the fol- 
lowing: 

Presentment-—F rom the testimony adduced before 
the court of inquiry by the coroner’s inquest, to in- 
vestigate the causes which led to the destruction by 
fire of the steamboat Lexington, the inquest are of 
opinion that the fire was communicated to the pro- 
menade deck by the intense heat of the smoke pipe, 
or from sparks from the space between the smoke 
pipe and steam chamber, as the fire was first seen 
near the casing of the steam chimney above the pro- 
menade deck. ‘Ihey are further of opinion that the 
Lexington was a first rate boat, with an excellent 
steam engine, and a boiler suitable for burning wood 

but not coal, with the blowers attached. Further- 
more it is our opinion, that had the buckets been 
manned at the commencement of the fire, it would 
have been immediately extinguished. Also, inas- 
much as the engine could not be stopped from the 


rapid progress of the fire, with presence of mind of | ed 


the officers, and a strict discipline of the crew, the 
boats could have been launched, and a large portion 
of the passengers, and crew, if not the whole, might 
have been saved. 

It is the opinion of this jury, that the present in- 
ore of steamboats, either from ignorance or ne- 
glect, have suffered the steainboat Lexington to na- 
vigate the sound at the imminent risk of the lives 
and property of the passengers, giving a certificate 
stating a full compliance with the laws of the Unit- 
ed States, when in our opinion such was not the 
case. 

That the system, as adopted on board the Lex- 
ington, of using blowers on board of boats, is danger- 
ous, whieh has been proved to the jury by competent 
witnesses. And that the conduct of the officers of 
the steamboat Lexington, on the night of the 18th 
January, when said steamboat was on fire, deserve 
the severest censure of this community; from the facts 
proved before this jury, that the captain and pilot, 
in the greatest hour of danger, left the steamboat to 
her own guidance, and sought their own safety, re- 
gardless of the fate of the passengers; instead of the 
captain or pilot retreating to the tiller, aft, when 
driven from the wheelhouse forward, and the ropes 
there being burnt off, there being at that time a 
communication to the said tiller, there appeared to 
be no other thought but self-preservation. And it 
further appears to the jury, that the odious practice 
of carrying cotton in any quantities on board of pas- 
senger boats, in a manner in which it shall be liable 
to take fire, from sparks or heat, from any smoke 
pipe, or other means, deserves the public censure. 

Signed by James Goadby, Thomas E. Burlew, 
S. H. Harriott, Teunis Fokkes, James Green, P. 
M. P. Durando, jr. Edmund B. MeVeagle, A. S. 
Chase, Abraham Crencling, Robert Buttle, Richard 
M. Hoe, Henry V. Davids—12. 

We, composing part of the jury, in the case of 
the loss of the Lexington, fully exonerate and ex- 
culpate captain Stephen Manchester, from any 
blame or censure, after the breaking out of the fire 
on board. Signed, 

BENJAMIN VINCENT, foreman, 
JOSEPH E. MOUNT. 
January 31st, 1840. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
Appointments by the president, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate. Marcus Derkheim, 
to be consul of the United States for the Hanseatic 
free city of Bremen, in the place of Joshua Dodge, 
resigned. 

Franklin Clinton, to be a lieutenant in the navy 
from the 11th December, 1239. 

James K. Bowie, to be a lieutenant in the navy 
from the 17th January, 1840. 

Robert Ezell, collector of the customs for the dis- 
trict of Edenton, North Carolina, in the place of 
Duncan McDonald, whose commission will expire 
on the 29th of February, 1840. 

Nicholas Willis, collector of the customs for the 
district of Oxford, Md. vice John Willis, deceased. 

William F. Haile, collector of the customs for the 
district of Champlain, at Plattsburg, New York, vice 
D. B. McNeill, resigned. 

Dennis Prieur, collector of the customs for the 
district of Mississippi, La. vice J. W. Breedlove, 
resigned. 

Thomas A. 8S. Donephain, collector of the cus- 
toms for the district and port of Natchez, Miss. 
vice James Stockman. 

George D. Hale, collector of the customs for the 
district of Gloucester, Mass. vice William Beach, 
resigned. 

James R. Pringle, collector of the customs for the 
district of Charleston, S. C. from the 29th January, 
1840, when his late commission expired. 

James R. Thompson, surveyor for the port of 
Town Creek, Md. vice William B. Scott, resigned. 

Alexander K. Phillips, surveyor Fredericksburg, 
Va. vice Adam Cooke, deceased. 

Ely Moore, surveyor, New York, vice Hector 
Craig, removed. 

William Williams, surveyor, East River, Va. vice 
Francis Armstead, deceased. 

Joseph Litton, surveyor, Nashville, Tenn. vice 
Joel M, Smith, resigned. 

Nathaniel P. Porter, surveyor, Louisville, Ky. 
vice Edward S. Camp, deceased. 

Aaron Hart, surveyor, Pittsburg, Pa. vice John 
Clark, removed. 

Jefferson L. Sangston, surveyor, Wheeling, Va. 
vice Thomas P. Norton, resigned. 

Charles J. F. Allen, appraiser, Boston, Mass. vice 
John Crowninshield, resigned. 

Edward A. Raymond, appraiser, Boston, Mass. 
vice Levi B. Lincoln, removed. 

Marvellous Eastham, register of the land office, 
at Springfield, Illinois, vice 8. A. Douglass, resign- 
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Benjamin R. Petrikin, register at Dubuque, I 
vice J. W. Worthington, relliened. veneer tha 
George R. Girault, register at Chocchuma, Miss 
vice William Van Norman, resigned. 
Henry P. Womack, register at Greensburg, La, 
vice Nicholas Baylis, resigned. 

William E. Sawyer, receiver of public moneys at 
Mardisville, Ala. vice Levi W. Lawler, whose 
commission expired on the 31st December, 1839, 

Woods Mabury, receiver at Jeffersonville, [. 
vice D. W. Sloane, deceased. 

Edwin McName, receiver at Helena, Ark. vice 

David Thompson resigned. 
A. 8. Lewis, receiver at New Orleans, La. vice 
Thomas H. Kennedy, resigned, who was appointed 
during the recess of the senate, in place of R. M. 
- Carter, resigned. 

Jonathan Kearsley, receiver at Detroit, Mich. 
from the 10th of February, 1840, when his present 
commission will expire, agreeably to the nomina- 
tion. 

George W. Cole, receiver at St. Augustine, Flo. 
rida, vice John C. Cleland, removed. 

Northeastern boundary. The substance of the 
documents laid before the U. S. senate on Thurs- 
day, respecting the state of affairs on the boundary 
question, is thus stated in the National Intelligen- 
cer of Saturday: 

The material papers are those furnished by the 
departinent of state, consisting, as follows: 

1. A letter from Mr. Fox, the British minister, : 
to Mr. Forsyth, secretary of state, dated in Novem- 
ber last, complaining of the violation of the agree- 
ment entered into between the agents of the two 
governments last winter, by the opening of roazs to 
the Aroostook, and the occupation of a part of the 
disputed territory by a body of armed men employ- 
ed ‘by the authorities of the state of Maine. 

2. A letter from Mr. Forsyth, written some weeks 
afterwards, replying to the complaints of Mr. Fox, 
that the ance Se the roads in question is not a re- 
cent measure, but merely carrying out a policy 
adopted twelve or fourteen years ago; that the arm- 
ed body spoken of is only a posse employed to drive 
off intruders; and that nothing has been done on our 
side incompatible with the spirit of the agreement 
between the agents of the two countries; whilst on 
the British side acts have been dune which may be 
justly complained of as infringing the agreement, 
such as erecting barracks for troops on the St. 
John’s, placing troops on a part of the disputed ter- 
ritory, &c. 

3. A letter from Mr. Fox justifying what the 
British authorities have done, on the ground of the 
current report that the legislature of the state of 
Maine had an intention to abrogate and nullify the 
agreement made between the two countries last 
spring, which rumor was too strongly corroborated 
by the language of governor Fairfield at the open- 
ing of the session of that legislature not to justify 
precautionary measures, which have not been re- 
sorted to however, with any design to infringe the 
agreement, &c. 

4. Another letter from Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox, 
in which he says that there is no reason to appre- 
hend such an intention as is imputed to the legisla- 
ture of Maine; that the alleged precautionary mea- 
sures are therefore altogether gratuitous on the part 
of the British authorities in New Brunswick, and 
must be considered ‘a bold infraction”’ of the agree- 
ment of last winter; and that, if the British govern- 
ment uphold this proceeding on the part ofits agents, 
sucha course on its part will be regarded by this go- 
vernment as evidence of a want of that friendly 
disposition on the part of Great Britain which has 
hitherto been believed to exist, &c. 

In connection with this subject it affords us no 
little gratification to quote the following editorial 
article from the Intelligencer of Saturday: 

Upon the subject of the present state of the 
boundary question between the United States and 
Great Britain, as some opinion may be expected 
from us, we can only say, that, after more mature 
consideration of the matter, we do not see any Im- 
mediate cause of alarm about it. The only danger 
is that of governor Fairfield’s undertaking a second 
campaign against her majesty’s province of New 
Brunswick. We think it quite likely, however, 
that he had enough of his last experiment of that 
sort to deter hisn from. inconsiderately undertaking 
another. The question isin the hands of the diplo- 
matic agents of the two nations; and it may be hop- 
ed that a friendly adjustment of it will not be mart- 
ed or defeated, as it probably (and almost certain- 
ly) would be by the state of Maine’s resolving 
again tu take the business into her own hands; a0 
interference forbidden by the terms of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and to which neither this 
government nor that of Great Britain could submit 





| without surrendering, or atleast compromising their 
political rights, 
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In reference to this matter we have pleasure in 
stating that the memorandum published in the pa- 
rs of the day (and among others in our daily pa- 
er of yesterday) as having been issued by sir John 
arvey, in reference to existing relations, turns out 
to be a blunder of some editor or other, who has 
raked up an old memorandum out of the ashes of 
the war of 1812 between the two countries, and ap- 
lied it to the present day! «Sufficient for the day 
ig the evil thereof.” We have not quite so nearly 
approached the awful gulf of a war with Great Bri- 
tain that her provincial governors should think it 
necessary to be issuing recommendations of neutra- 
lity to non-combatants on both sides of the border. 
That day, we trust wili never come. 


The Seminole war. Mr. Benton’s plan for ter- 
minating this war may be gathered from the foliow- 
ing summary of his bill, taken from the Baltimore 
American: 

“This bill, as reported to the United States se- 
nate by Mr. Benton, from the committee on milita- 
ry affairs, proposes to grant to the first white settlers, 
not exceeding ten thousand men, able to bear arms, 
who shall settle in such parts of Florida, east of the 
Suwanee and. south of Cape Sable, as shall be de- 
signated by the president of the United States, a 
bounty of three hundred and twenty acres of land 
each, upon certain conditions named in the subse- 
quent part of the bill. The most important of these 
are that the settlements shall be in stations, each 
including not less than forty nor more than one 
hundred men; each settler to engage in the cultiva- 
tion of grain and vegetables for his own support or 
for sale to others, using the public land about the 
station for this purpose; each station to be protect- 
ed by a block house which the settlers are to put 
up with the aid of the United States troops; rations 
and clothing for one year to be supplied by the go- 
vernment; and arms and ammunition furnished on 
application at the nearest military post. At the re- 
turn of peace and the removal of the Indians, each 
settler who shall have complied with these condi- 
tions, or his widow and heirs at law in case of his 
death, shall be entitled toa bounty of three hundred 
and twenty acres of land, as named above; the se- 
lection to be made by each settler according to prio- 
rity of settlement, or by lot, when two or more 
claimants date from the same day of settlement. 
The bill provides also for frequent inspections of 
the various stations; for the survey of the lands re- 
ferred to in the first clause, and for the opening of 
three land offices in the district, so soon as the same 
can be safely done. The lands granted to settlers 
are to be free from. taxation, and unalienable even 
by judicial sale, until the patent issues and for one 
year thereafter. Any settler failing to comply with 
the terms and conditions of the act shall forfeit all 
rights arising under the same. The bill has passed 
the senate.” 


Weights and measures. Accompanying the re- 
port of F. R. Hassler, esq. to the treasury depart- 
inent, on the the subject of the coast survey, there 


is also a report from the same gentleman relative to | 


the progress of preparing standard weights and 
measures for the United States. This latter workis 
nearly completed; some remaining experiments be- 
ing not yet concluded in reference to the liquid ca- 
pacity measures. The operation of casting the half 
bushel measures will also require longer time—as 
the process cannot be done at all seasons of the 
year with equal success. The weights have been 
finally adjusted and have been distributed through- 
out the union. They exceed two thousand pieces 
in number, and weigh overtwenty thousand pounds. 
We notice a communication in the National Intelli- 
gencer, in which the writer speaks highly of the 
admirable manner in which this important work 
has been exceuted under the direction of Mr. 
Hassler. It was written and published without the 
knowledge of that gentleman. The writer says:— 

I was shown several fine balances, of a peculiar 
construction, with which the work had been exe- 
cuted, and was infermed of the various advantages 
which they possess over those usually employed 
for nice weighing—the precautions requisite to ob- 
tain accurate results, and the method of weighing 
by combination, by which small differences, that 
the balances are incapabje of indicating, can be de- 
termined with the greatest accuracy. 

I saw the yards intended as standards for the 
different states, all finally adjusted, each yard fur- 
nished with a matrix, on which is traced a yard 
decimally divided. They are placed in boxes so 
arranged and furnished with implements, that 
copies can be made with all the accuracy and de- 
spatch requisite for practical purposes, without 
touching the original standard, or injuring the divi- 
sion from which these copies are to be taken. This 
arrangement will preserve the standards, and at 
the same time render them of greater utility. I was! 


alsv shown a large number of yards intended for 
the custom houses, most of which were finally ad- 
justed. The delicacy of the instruments made use 
of inadjusting them, and the minuteness of the dif- 
ference they indicate, would surprise any uninitiat- 
ed person. I was no less pleased with the measures 
of capacity, which were undergoing their approxi- 
mative acjustment. 

It is particularly gratifying to know that we 
have now standard weights, exceeding in number, 
neatness of workmanship, elegance of form, puri- 
ty of metal, and accuracy of adjustment, those of 
any other country. It will be still more gratifying 
when the standard yards and the measures of ca- 
pacity skall be distributed to all parts of the union; 
and as soon as the great labor requisite for their 
final adjustment will permit, this distribution will 
be effected. 


The general post office. The subjoined table of 
the progress and general condition of the post office 
department, is taken from a late number of the 
“Democratic Review.” 

Since the opening of the revolution, there have 
been eleven postmaster generals. Benjamin Frank- 
lin, the first in order was chosen, by congress under 
the confederacy, on the 26th of July, 1775. His 
successors were Richard Bache, Ebenezer Hazard, 
Samuel Osgood, Timothy Pickering, Joseph Ha- 
bersham, Gideon Granger, R. J. Meigs, John Mc- 
Lean, William T. Barry and Amos Kendall. 

A project is now in agitation to reduce the rates 
of postage; if this should be carried into operation, 
the receipts of the post office would be very mate- 
rially altered, and its ordinary expenses would have 
to be defrayed in part by some other branch of the 
government. Popular sentiment appears to favor 
the contemplated reform. [N. Y. Era. 


Tuble of the post office department, from 1789 to the 
present time. 








Miles of annu- 
Years. Receipts. | Expenditures. al mail trans- 
portation. 
1790 $37,935 $32,140 9,375 
1791 46,294 36,697 9,525 
1792 67,444 54,531 28,210 
1793 104,747 72,040 28,210 
1794 128,947 89,973 845,468 
1795 160,620 117,893 1,799,720 
1796 195,067 131,572 1,799,720 
1797 213,988 150,114 2,208,570 
1798 232,977 179,084 2,208,570 
1799 264,846 188,038 2,208,570 
1800 280,804 215,994 3,057,964 
1801 320,443 255,151 3,279,423 
1802 327,045 281,916 3,504,800 
1803 351,823 322 364 8,504,800 
1804 893,450 337,502 4,120,200 
1805 421,373 377 367 4,250,000 
1806 446,106 418,573 4,499,456 
1807 478,763 452,885 4,550,000 
1808 460,574 422,828 4,600,000 
1809 506,634 498,012 4,600,000 
| 1810 551,684 495,969 4,694,000 
1811 587,247 499,099 4,694,000 
1812 649,208 540,165 5,135,000 
1813 703,155 681,012 5,160,000 
1814 730,360 727,126 5,307,000 
1815 1,043,065 748,121 5,601,000 
1816 961,782 804,422 6,336,000 
1817 1,002,973 916,515 6,767,000 
1818 1,130,235 1,035,832 7,677,000 
1819 1,204,737 1,117,861 8,585,000 
1820 1,111,927 1,160,926 8,800,000 
1821 1,059,087 1,184,283 9,200,000 
1822 1,117,490 1,167,572 9,990,000 
1823 1,130,115 1,156,995 10,100,240 
1824 1,197,758 1,188,019 10,330,316 
1825 1,306,525 1,229,043 10,638,784 
1826 1,447,703 1,366,712 11,054,694 
1827 1,524,633 1,468,959 12,872,831 
1828 1,664,759 1,691,044 13,709,089 
1829 1,773,990 1,879,307 13,700,000 
1830 1,919,300 1,959,109 14,500,090 
1831 1,036,267 960,791 15,468,692 
1832 2,258,570 2,266,100 23,625,021 
1833 2,617,011 2,930,186 26,854,485 
1834 2,823,749 2,977,131 25,500,000 
1835 2,993,556 2,763,041 25,869,486 
1836 3,408,323 2,841,766 27,578,620 
1837 4,100,605 3,532,163 32,597,006 
1838 4,235,077 4,621,837 34,500,202 
His excellency, Mr. Stevenson, the American 
minister, attended yesterday at the treasury depart- 
ment and the Bank of England, and closed the ne- 
gotiation which has been pending so long between 
the government and that of the United States, re- 
lative fo the number of slaves claimed by American 
citizens as their property, and which having been 
shipwrecked some eight or nine years ago in the Ba- 
}hamas, were liberated by the authorities of Nassau. 





The amount of compensation which we under- 
stand her majesty’s government finally agreed to 
pay, and was yesterday received by the American 
minister, amounted to between twenty and thirty 
thousand pounds sterling. [ London Courter. 


House of representatives, Jan. 15, 1840. 
Messrs. GALES & SEATON: As my course on the 
subject before the house to-day, connected with the 
abolition petitions, may be liable to some misrepre- 
sentation, I beg leave to offer the following as sub- 
stantially what I intended to have offered as an ex- 
ianation of my vote, which I was cut off from do- 
ing by the operation of the previous question, and 
afterwards refused by the house, and by the votes 
of southern supporters of the administration. 
-.My opinion is, and always has been, and that 
opinion has been strongly confirmed by my inter. 
course here, that every consideration of propriety 
and policy requires a different course of action from 
which has been pursued by our southern friends in 
the disposition to be made of petitions touching this 
question. 


We are continually presenting false issues before 
this house and the country, and keeping the ques- 
tion alive, here and elsewhere, by connecting the 
subject of abolition with the right of petition. 
If T could control this matter, I would have these 
etitions received, referred, reported and aeted upon. 
P would have a distinct issue made before congress 
on its constitutional power, its jurisdiction over this 
subject, and bring all gentlemen of all parties, to a 
direct vote upon it. 


This question has, I believe, been kept alive to 
accomplish political purposes which I wish to see 
speedily checked; and whenever we can get a vote 
here, it will be found that the fanatics of the north 
have nothing to hope from congress and will cease 
to torment us with their vile petitions, and we shall 
be relieved of the daily distraction occasioned here 
by their presentation. ; 

I am anxious to know how we stand. I want to 
know who are with us, and who are against us; and 
if Iam mistaken in the strength of the abolitionists 
here, I desire to know it, andI desire the slave 
holding interest of the south to know it; and the- 
sooner the better. 


Yet Ido not feel disposed to break off from the 
southern delegation on this important question, and 
may, therefore, give a vote in direct violation of 
the strongest convictions of my own judgment, that 
we may present an undivided and unbroken front, 
hoping the time is not far distant when they will 
concur with me, and unite in putting this question 
to sleep forever. 

This is a hasty and brief sketch of the views I 
intended to present, if the rules of order had allow- 
ed. As they did not, and the chances of getting 
the floor prior to the call of the previous question 
are very remote, I ask the favor of you to give this 
a place in your paper. Respectfully, &c. 

JOHN M. BOTTS. 
NAVAL. 
Official— General order. 
Navy department, Jan. 28, 1840. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of com. 
Isaac Chauncey, one of the senior officers of the 
navy, and president of the board of navy commis- 
sioners, who died at Washington on the 27th inst. 
the flags of the navy yards, stations and vessels of 
the United States navy, are to be hoisted half mast 
and thirteen minute guns fired at noon onthe day 
after the receipt of this order. 

Officers of the navy and marine corps will ‘wear 
crape thirty days. J. K. PAULDING. 


Exploring expedition. The following is a copy 
of a letter received at the navy department: 

U. S. ship Vincennes, Matavia Bay, Sept. 15, 1839. 

Str: I have the honor toreport my arrival at this 
anchorage, after a passage of sixty days from Cal- 
lao; having been employed in examining and sur- 
veying many of the islands to the northward and 
eastward; and take leave to submit the following 
report of the operations of the exploring squadron, 
under my command, since my report dated at Cal- 
lao on the Ist of July last. 

We sailed from Callao on the 13th of July, after 
completing our supplies of stores and outfits, hav- 
ing been much expedited by the facilities and kind 
attentions of captain McKeever, in command of the 
United States ship Falmouth. 

We steered a westerly course through the trade 
wind, with fine weather. On our track we passed 
over the location assigned to an island, as laid down 
on Arrowsmith’s chart, but saw nothing of it, or 
any appearance of land in the vicinity. 

On our route, daily observations were made of 
the deep sea temperature and dip. We made the 





island Ciemoat de Tonnin on the 13th of August, 
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-of which we completed a survey, and ascertained 
the longitude of its southeast point to be 136 deg. 
2% min. 12 sec. west, and latitude 18 deg. 32 min. 
49 sec. south. 

From thence we proceeded to Serle Island, the 
distance from Clermont de Tonnin being 27 miles. 
Here, again, we made a careful survey of the island; 
finding its southeast point in longitude 137 deg. 4 
min, 10 sec, west, aad latitude 18 deg. 21 min. 10 
sec. south. 

We saw nothing of Minerva Island. 

We then proceeded to the northward, toward the 
disappointment group of Byron, and in our way 
fell in with Hondon Island, (which was unimhabit- 
ed); and fonnd its southeast point in longitude 138 
deg. 47 min. 36 sec. latitude 14 deg. 55 nin. 40 sec. 
south. 

From thence to Wyhite, one of the disappoint- 
ment group, the northwest point of which we found 
in 141 deg. 17 min. 24 sec. west longitude, and 14 
deg. 10 min. 30 sec. south latitude. We surveyed 
the island, and had communication with the na- 
fives. From thence we steered to the second is- 
land, Otooho, and found the longitude of its centre 
to be 141 deg, 29 min. 50 sec. west, and latitude 
14 deg. 3 min. 20 sec. south. After which we 
again steered to the southward for Ravaka, layiug 
to at night, owing to the dangerous navigation; an 
on the 30th of August we made an island to the 
northward of Rarika, not laid down on any chart, 
which I named King’s island, from the name of one 
of the crew of this ship, who first discovered it 
from aloft. We made a survey of it, and found the 
longitude of its centre to be 144 ceg. 37 min. 45 
sec. west, and latitude 15 deg. 44min. 10 sec south. 
We landed, but could find no inhabitants, although 
there were appearances of the pearl fishery having 
been carried on by the natives. 

From thence we visited Rarika, and made a sur- 
vey of it; the longitude of the entrance to its lagoon 
is 144 deg. 57 min. 52sec. west, latitude 16 deg. 
5 min. 30 sec. south. We landed, and found the 
natives very friendly. We took on board an En- 
glishman from this island, who had been left by 
a vessel engaged in the pearl fishery some time pre- 
vious, 

To the westward, and in sight of Rarika, we dis- 
covered ajother large island, which is not laid 
down on any chart, which I named Vicennes island, 
after this ship; its southwest point is in longitude 
145 deg. 12 min. west, and latitude 16 deg. 39 sec. 
south; northwest point in longitude 145 deg. 18 
min. latitude 15 deg. 52 min. 40 sec. 

From thence we made Carls Hoff, 28 miles to 
the westward, and in longitude 145 deg. 28 min. 36 
sec. latitude 16 deg. 36 min. sonth which finding 
erroneously laid down, we surveyed. 

From thence we made King George’s Group, and 
searched for the two islands to the westward of them, 
which have hitherto been considered doubtful, and 
were supposed to be the Waterland of Le-Maire.— 
The northern island, Wilson, or Waterland, is in 
longitude 146 deg. 5 min. 57 sec. latitude 14 deg. 
26 min. west; these we surveyed, and having ascer- 
tained the existence of two islands, I named the 
second one Peacock island, as that ship first made 
the signal of having discovered if; its longitude is 
146 deg. 34 min. Here I had an opportunity of ob- 
serving the eclipse of the sun. 

The squadron then separated; the Peacock pass- 
ed to the Rurick chain of islands and along the 
south side of Prince of Wales Island, the Vircen- 
nes taking the north side, the Porpoise and Flying 
Fish having been ordered to make _ investigations 
of islands in that vicinity. 

These islands have been carefully examined on 
all sides, which has resuited in detecting many 
errors of the chart and of former determinations. 

From thence we proceeded to Matea Island, 
which we surveyed; and from thence direct to this 
anchorage. 

The explorations and surveys were made in the 
boats and vessels, frequently running with the ves- 
sels within a quarter ora half mile of the shore 
and coral reefs, and I am happy to inform you that, 
notwithstanding the dangerous navigation among 
these islands, we have escaped without accident, 
and I flatter myself that [have carried into effect 
most fully all that part of your instructions refer- 
red to in the notes of admiral Krusenstiera, which 
were attached and formed a part of them. 

No opportunity has been omitted to land upon 
the islands, and establish a friendly intercourse 
with the natives, and to make all possible observa- 
tions and collections in the different departments, 
all of which will be disposed of agreeably to your 
instructions. 

On my arrival here, I was gratified to find that 

by the observations had at Point Veners, I found 
| my chronometers in error, only 1 min, and 3 sec. 
with the longi*ude of that point. 


T shall remain here a few days to complete our 
observations, and procure a supply of wood, water, 
fresh provisions and vegetables for the crew, and 
proceed to carry out your further instructions with 
all despatch. I have the honor to be, sir, most re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES WILKES, 
Commanding exploring expedition. 
To the hon, J. K. Paulding, seeretary of the navy. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Gov. Morion’s speech. The first annual commu- 
nication of governor Morton to the legislature of 
Massachusetts is before us. ‘Ihe subject of the 
currency is the first that receives particular atten- 
tion. Into the discussion of this the governor goes 
with great directness, and expresses the belief that 
the two chief vices of the banking system, as it now 
exists, are first, its character of monopoly; and se- 
condly, its too wide expansion and departure from a 
specie basis. In reference to the first, he believes 
that the evil does not lie in the exorbitant value of 
the privileges conferred, but in the fact that the 
special legislation, which creates a bank, does not 
in some measure imply a pledge of the state in fa- 
vor of the institution, A general law compelling 
banking associations to deposite securities with an 
officer of the government, whether treasurer or 
comptroller, would have the same effect; since the 
idea would be conveyed to the people that the se- 
curities thus deposited were in the opinion of the 
government sufficient to entitle the issues of the 
bank to full credit. The tendency to too great ex- 
pansion which is named as the second essential vice 
of the banking system, is one which, in the opinion 
of the governor, ought to receive very serious at- 
tention. The message dwells at some length upon 
the circumstances which follow from excessive is- 
sues of paper; some of which are said to be inordi- 
nate importations of goods from abroad, the drain- 
ing of specie from the country to pay for them, since 
the paper which constitutes the currency at home 
will not serve as such in foreign countries; to which 
are added the fluctuations in business, unexpected 
revulsions, falling of prices, and other evils of a si- 
milar nature. 

The message proposes no special remedies for 
the defects thus pointed out in the banking system 
of the state, except to recommend the passage of a 
law to prohibit the issue of bank notes of small de- 
nominations, 

The message alludes to the course of legislation 
which has prevailed for some years in the state.— 
It appears that special laws for the promotion of 
private and particular interests have been more at- 
tended to than acts of a general nature. Of the nine 
hundred acts which were passed in the last four 
years, seven hundred fall under the denomination 
of special laws.—Of these special acts more than 
half relate to corporations. Considerable space is 
then devoted to the subject of corporations. 

In connection with the subject of internal im- 
provements, the message states that grants have al- 
ready been made by the legislature sufficient to 
complete every undertaking that has been begun 
worthy of public patronage. The liabilities involv- 
ed in these grants, including the subscription for 
the stock of the Western rail ruad, will amount to 
something over five millions of dollars: the annual 
interest of which with incidental expenses accru- 
ing will be about three hundred thousand dollars. 

I'he expenses of the state government for some 
years past have gone beyond the ordinary revenue. 
Yet in the opinion of the governor a resort to di- 
rect taxation is unnecessary. Economy and re- 
trenchment, it is believed, will suffice to bring future 
expenditures within the limits of existing sources of 
revenue. 

The governor recommends some alterations in the 
judicial system. In reference to the right to two 
trials by jury of the same question of fact, it is be- 
lieved that no good reason exists for its continu- 
ance; and it is thought that with proper precautions 
against accident or supprise, and with suitable pro- 
vision for new trials, when new evidence may have 
been discovered, the right of appeal from the deci- 
sion of a question of fact may safely and wisely be 
abolished. 

Some alterations in the militia system are sug- 
gested. The public schools are spoken of with 
commendation. Allusion is made to the act of 
1838 “to regulate the sale of spirituous liquors.””— 
Its repeal is recommended on the ground that it has 
failed to promote the objects for which it was en- 
acted; that it has produced in its administration 
much moral and political evil, and has disturbed 
the peace of society by the engendering of discord 
and animosity. 


An amendment of the constitution it is thonght 











should be made in reference to the right of suffrage, 








which at present is in a measure dependent upon 
property. The senatorial representation, based upon 
the same principle, is believed to be at variance 
with the spirit of republican institutions, The 
number of delegates in the lower house is thonght 
to be too large. [ Balt. Amer. Jan. 31, 


NEW YORK. 

General banking law of New York—Comptrol.- 
ler’s report—The general banking law of New 
York being based upon a system hitherto untried 
in this country, its operation has been regarded 
with considerable interest. The restrictions upon 
banking being removed, and the right of issuing 
notes being extended to all who might choose to 
embark in the business, under certain regulations 
and conditions, it was reasonable to expect that 
great changes, attended by excitements and fluctua- 
tions, would mark the introduction of sueh a sys- 
tem; especially when the safety fund organization 
established upon different principles still continued 
to hold an important place in the business world. 
The comptroller, in his first report, states that the 
past year has not furnished a fair criterion by which 
to judge of the operation of the system. One-half 
of the new banks have been in business but a few 
months, and pares that period derangements of an 
unusual character have affected the general state of 
the currency, so that it is diffienlt to judge what 
effect the action of the new system would have upon 
the elements of trade and finance in ordinary times. 
It appears that the opportunities afforded by the 
law for engaging in the business of banking were 
seized upon with avidity. One hundred and thirty- 
four certificates of the formation of associations 
have been filed; seventy of which have commenced 
business, and also three private individual banks, 
making seventy-three new banks. Securities, such 
as the law demands, have been obtained aud de- 
posited to the amount of $7,168,507; and upon this 
sum notes amounting to more than $6,000,000 have 
been put in circulation within the last fifteen 
months. One bank has wound up its business 
without loss to the bill holders; two others are Jike- 
ly to follow the same course, and it is believed that 
a similar safety will be the result. 


The amount of the circulation of the safety fund 
banks, as appears by the report of the bank com. 
missioners on the Ist of January, 1839, was 
$19,373,149. The amount of circulating notes of 
the free banks, on the Ist of January, 1839, was 

$396,300. The whole circulation of the state was 
therefore, on the Ist of January, 1839, $19,769,449 
Four the last year ending December Ist, 1839, the 
amount of circulating notes issued by the free 
banks, was $6,022,019; amount of safety fund notes 
in circulation at the same date, $12,000,000, mak- 
ing the entire circulation on the Ist of December, 
1839, $18,012,019; showing that the circulation had 
diminished during the year, $1,757,440. This 
statement does not include the amount of post notes 
issued by a few of the free banking companies. 
The issue of such was not deemed legitimate by 
the comptroller, and did not obtain to much extent. 

The comptroller suggests a plan forthe better ad- 
justment of the details of the system in reference to 
the transactions of the various banks with one ano- 
ther. In order that balances may be settled prompt- 
ly and with regularity, he recommends that a board 
consisting of a delegate from each bank should sit at 
some central point, and thata majority of such dele- 
gates should select some bank or banking associa- 
tion, in the city of Albany, a3 an exchange agent. 
The agency being established, every association 
should be at liberty to send it the notes of all the 
others for exchange and redemption; on a giver 
day in each week, the exchange agent should assort, 
count and arrange in separate packages all the notes 
received at the agency, adjust the balances between 
the different associations, seal each package, and 
give notices by mail to the respective associations 
of the amount due froin each, which notice should 
require the balances to be paid at the agency at 
times to be adapted to the distance of the debtor as- 
sociation fromm it. 


Various additional regulations are thought desir- 
able towards fixing the kinds of stock which the 
comptroller may receive as cash from associations 
requiring certificates of legal formation for banking 
purposes; and also how far the comptroller may be 
authorised to make advances on the security of such 
stocks whenever any association fails in its busi- 
ness. 


The whole experience of the free banking system 


the experiment. The decrease of circulation, no- 
ticed in the past year’s transactions, took place in 
the issues of the safety fund notes: the circulation 
of the free banks having increased nearly in propor- 
tion as that of the others diminished. Whether 
this is to be taken as the natural consequence 





thus far gives nothing definite as to the result of 
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of the working of both systems, or whether it is to 
be ascribed in part to the present exigencies of the 
times, we cannot undertake to decide. 
[ Balt. Amer. Jan, 29. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resumption. ‘That the banks of the common- 
wealth be and they are hereby ordered and required 
to resume specie payments for all their obligations, 
whether in notes, deposites or other liabilities, on or 
before the fifteenth day of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty, and continue the payment of the 
aforesaid obligations in gold and silver, provided 
that no special agreement entered into between the 
directors and the banks, shall be effected by the 
passage of this act.” c 

The foregoing is the first section of the bill re- 
ported by the committee on banks, and as passed on 
second reading by the house of 1epresentatives yes- 
terday. 

The gecond section provides for the appointment 
of bank commissioners, and also, for the forfeiture 
of the bank charters under certain circumstances. 
The nature of the other sections is given in our 
sketch of th: proceedings on them. 

The bill is now on third reading. The amend- 
ment of Mr. Gratz is drawn in strict accordance 
with the recommendations of the governor, but 
cannot pass. The bill as it has passed a second, 
will pass a third reading. 

[ Harrisburg Telegraph, Jan. 31. 

We learn from the Harrisburg Reporter that the 
bill compelling the banks of Pennsylvania to resume 
specie pay:inents, finally passed the house on Thurs- 
day by a vote of 69 to 24. The time fixed in the 
bill is the 15th February, 1840. 

Annual report of the state treasurer on the finances. 
The amount of the state debt is $34,141,663.— 
The public property is estimated at $33,259,685.— 
This consists of bank, turnpike, rail road, canal and 
bridge stocks, to which is added the amount of ap- 
propriations to the public works. The report goes 
into detail showing how the various loans under 
acts of the last session have been applied. 

About thirty millions of the state debt bear arn 
annual interest of 5 per cent. amounting to 
$1,500,000; adding the sums necessary for repairs 
and the expenses connected with the canals and 
public works, two millions annually will be re- 
quired to meet the state’s liabilities. Estimating 
the net receipts from tolls for the ensuing year at 
one million, there will be a deficiency of one mil- 
lion to be supplied by taxation. The treasurer re- 
commends that no additional taxes be imposed upon 
the agricultural population of the state: but that a 
tax will be levied on stocks, bonds, &c. and an in- 
creased tax on retailers of merchandise, on tavern 
licenses; that brokers be taxed and also pleasure 
carriages. From these sources, according to the 
estimated amount of property that would thus be 
subject to taxation on the plan recommended, the 
sui of $510,000 could be raised. This, with some 
retrenchments in the expense of government, and 
the probable increase of revenue from the public 
works in succeeding years, would be sufficient, it 
is thought, to relieve the finances of the common- 
wealth trom embarrassment. 

The legislature will have to provide immediate 
means to meet the payment of interest due on the 
Ist of February, which will require something more 
than $600,000. There is also the sum of $220,000 
borrowed in August last to pay a deficiency on in- 
terest them due; this is payable in March and must 
be provided for. 

Governor’s message—On Saturday the Ist instant, 
the following message was received from governor 
Porter. 

Lo the senate und house of representatives of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

GENTLEMEN: By the provisions of the act ap- 
proved on the 23d ult. entitled “an act to authorise 
a loan,” the governor is authorised to negotiate a| 
permanent loan for $870,000. He is also autho- 
rised to negotiate a temporary loan for the same 
sum in anticipation of the said permanent loan. 

As $600,000 of the sum authorised to be bor- 
rowed, is required to supply a deficit in the inter- 
nal improveinent fund, for the payment of interest 
this day due, I directed the secretary of the com- 
monwealth immediately upon the approval of the 
said act, (on the 23d ultimo), to write to the banks 
of Philadelphia, and the Harrisburg bank, inquiring 
of each of them whether they would agree to make 
a permanent or temporary loan to the common- 
wealth of six hundred thousand dollars, or any part 
thereof, upon the terms specified in the said act, 
the same to be placed to her credit in the bank of 
Pennsylvania on this day. 

Answers have been received from all the banks. 
The Bank of Pennsylvania proposes to lend on 
temporary loan $100,000. Some of the others 











offer to take proportional parts. on certain contin- 


gencies, and several others appear to manifest a 
desire to meet the emergencies, but have not the 
ability. Copies of the correspondence on the sub- 
ject are herewith transmitted. 

It will be perceived that, not having the means 
so to do, the interest this day due by the common- 
wealth to her creditors is unpaid, a circumstance 
which the executive, anxious as he has been for 
maintaining unsullied the credit of the common- 
wealth, has been unable to avert. I cannot too 
often or too impressively urge upon the legislature 
the paramount duty of maintaining at all hazards 
the public faith and credit. Whilst urging upon 
them the adoption of such wise and judicious en- 
actments as may prevent the recurrence of an 
event inevitable trom the revulsions growing out of 
the unnatural and exhausted system of credit with 
which our business community has been inflated, 
I beg leave to recommend as the best alternative 
which can present itself, the passage forthwith of 
a joint resolution authorising the issuing of state 
stock for the interest falling due this day, to be de- 
livered to the holders of the stock for the amount 
due them respectively, as an earnest of determina- 
tion to make. provisiou as soon as the necessary 
legislation can be had, to meet the exigency and 
redeem the credit of the commonwealth. 


I trust I may be excused in this communication, 
for saying to the representatives of the people in 
the legislature, that whilst they owe a duty to the 
wants and wishes of their immediate constituents, 
there is a paramount duty to the commonwealth at 
large, to maintain its credit, to meet its engage- 


ments, and to prevent its character for good faith, q 


from being sullied. No man, were he concerned 
alone as an individual, would go further to fix an 
early day for the resumption of specie payments by 
the banks than I would, if by so doing the desirable 
results would be produced. But, placed as [ am, 
as the executive of the commonwealth, to preside 
over her interests, I feel bound to say, regardless of 
any denunciation, which may be poured forth from 
any quarter, that I believe if too rigorous a system 
of measures be adopted to coerce the payment of 
the liabilities of the banks, immediately, the credit 
of the state must and will be seriously and disas- 
trously affected. 


Let assurance be given to the public that a cer- 
tain fixed day, within a reasonable time, such re- 
sumption will take place, and that it will then be 
permanent. Let them understand that the indul- 
gence to their debtors by. the banks, is rendered 
absolutely necessary by the existing pressure and 
the cumbrous public debt with which the state is 
loaded, and no one can doubt, but that in a spirit of 
patriotic liberality, they will waive the immediate 
exercise of a positive right, for the more certain 
and ultimate accomplishment of what we all so 
much desire. I refer to the message communicated 
to you at the commencement of the present session 
for my views in detail; and, aware of the responsi- 
bility [have assumed, I leave the subject to the 
calm and reflecting consideration of the legislature. 

When I took upon me the duties of the station 
assigned me, [ assumed all its responsibilities also; 
and having never shrunk from the performance of 
any duty, I have felt myself imperatively called 
upon to make this communication to you, in the 
fullest confidence and belief, that the patriotism and 
good sense of our common constituents will bear us 
out in our honest and anxious endeavors to extricate 
the state from the financial difficulties and embar- 
rassments encountered on entering upon the dis- 
charge of our public duties. 

DAVID R. PORTER. 

February Ast, 1840. 


The state loan. The Wnited States Gazette of the 
4th instant says: ‘‘We are informed that Thomas 
Dunlan, esq. president of the Bank of the United 
States, yesterday made arrangements for an ad- 
vance to the state of $870,000, on behalf of that in- 
stitution and such of the other banks as might unite 
in it; amongst which, the Girard and Pennsylvania 
banks have immediately agreed to participate to 
the extent of $100,000 each. Full provision is thus 
made for the payment of all interest due on the 
public debt, at home and abroad, and a new proof 
furnished of the sincere desire which is cherished 
by our great State institution to uphold the best in- 
terests of Pennsylvania, and to maintain her faith 
untarnished. 

‘With calm and judicious legislation, sustained 
by the firmness and independence of the executive, 
upon which we count with certainty, aided by a 
moderate share of toleration for incidental and tem- 
porary inconvenience on the part of the communi- 
ty, the path of prosperity will soon be reopened, 
and the keystone of the American arch again stand 
out in fall and bold relief. Foreign dictation, and 
foreign conspiracy, and party trammels, will all 


fail. Her onward march is now assured; her 

greatness and her wealth depend on herself, and she 

will prove true.” 
Important io pensioners. 

The two houses of the legislature have agreed 
‘to the following: 

That at a joint meeting of the committees on pen- 
sions and gratuities, of the senate and house of re- 

resentatives, they have agreed to adopt the tollow- 
ing system of rules in relation to services rendered, 
and the evidence requisite to authenticate claitas 
for revolutionary pensions, viz: 

Ist. Two month’s service in the revolutionary or 
Indian war, prior to the treaty made by gen. Wayne 
with the Indians, at Grenville, in the year 1775, 
shall entitle the soldier, or his widow, to a gratuity 
of forty dollars. 

2d. Four month’s service shall entitle applicants 
to an annuity of forty dollars, payable half yearly, 
to commence on the Ist day of January, 1838. 

3d. Widows and old soldiers, who were married 
previous to the treaty formed at Grenville, in 1795, 
shall be entitled to a gratuity, or a gratuity and an- 
nuity, as the case may be, according to the service 
performed by the husband. ate? 

4th. Proof of the petitioner’s being in necessitous 
circumstances, required in all cases, or a certificate 
from a member of the legistature, stating that he 
personally knows the petitioner to be poor and in 
need of assistance. 

5th. Proof, by one or more credible» witnesses, 
that the service was performed in the Pennsylvania 
line, or in the militia of Pennsylvania, will be re- 
uired. | 
6th. The petitioner to set forth, in his or her pe- 
tition, the service performed, the length of time 
served, and the fact of his or her being in indigent 
circumstances: to which statement he or she must 
be sworn or affirmed. 

7th. When positive evidence cannot be obtain- 
ed, relative to the services rendered, a detailed 
statement of the time and kind of service rendered 
by the applicant, and the officers under whom he 
served, verified by his own vath, and accompanied 
by the depositions of two or more respectable per- 
sons, stating that they are acquainted with the pe-° 
titioner and that he is worthy of credit, and that 
they believed his statement to be true; that he is 
generally reputed, by those who have known him, 
to have been in the revolutionary war. The re- 
spectability of the deponents to be certified by two 
justices of the peace of the neighborbood where 
they reside, or oue or more members of the legisla- 
ture. And the like evidence shall be received in 
support of the applications of the widows of revo- 
lutionary soldiers. 

8th. Those receiving pensions from the United 
States, are not, on that account, to be excluded 
from receiving a gratuity or annuity from the state. 

9th. No person who has received a gratuity at a 
former session, can be allowed a repetition ona 
new application, without additional evidence to 
justify the same. 

From these rules it will be perceived that posi- 
tive evidence is alone admissible, and in all cases 
required to prove the poverty or necessitous cir- 
cumstances of aclaimant. With regard to the ser- 
vices alleged in each application to have been per- 
formed, general repute, accompanied by a detailed 
statement, by the applicant, of the time and kind of 
service rendered by him, and the officers under 
whom he served, together with the affidavits to his 
credibility of two or more respectable witnesses duly 
accredited by the certificates of two justices of the 
res of their neighborhood, or of a member of the 
ij legislature are deemed sufficient. Such is the un- 
avoidable defect of testimony resulting from the 
lapse of time, that simple justice, it appears to the 
committee, imperatively requires this indulgence. 
The same reasons, however, do not apply to the 
question of poverty. The latter is susceptible of 
easy solution by positive and direct proof.” This 
the committee, following the example of its prede- 
cessors, have deemed it a duty in all cases to exact. 

Mr. Penrose’s tariff resolutions. The following 
preamble and resolution were offered by Mr. Pen- 
rose, in the senate, on the 7th ult. They breathe 
the purest epirit of American patriotism. 

Resolution for a tariff of duliesto protect domestic 
products and manufactures and to restore and pre- 
serve a sound currency. 

WHEREAS, the protection of domestic products 
and manufactures was established as the policy of 
the country from the foundation of the government, 
having received the sanction and approbation of 
every department of that government from the ears 
liest period; bearing evidence, with the clear ¢x- 
pression of the constitution itself of its constitu. 
tionality and wisdom: And whereas, a policy so long 
established, and under which our country had 


reached a degree of prosperity unexaimpled in the 
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thistory of nationg, should not be abandoned for ;leled prostration of individual and national eredit,| The preservation of human life which it would be 


light or transient causes, a policy which invited the 
talent, the enterprise, and capital of the country to 
seek investments under its protection, a policy 
mingled with ail the business relations of the coun- 
try, to which the habits of our people are conformed, 
aud which, while it is illustrated by the efforts of 
native genius in the mechanic arts unsurpassed, 
and unequalled by the rest of the world, gives em- 
ployment to the honest and intelligent industry of 

illions of our people. To permit it to be destroyed 
will be to revolutionize the business of the country, 
to deprive the mechanics and laboring classes of 
occupation, and spread ruin and distress all around. 

To say of it that itis a system of taxation, op- 
rg to the people, is a perversion of terms.— 

ith more reason may it be asserted, that if it im- 
poses taxes, it imposes taxes upon the foreign pro- 


ducer ani manufacturer for the benefit and protec-: 


tion of the mechanic, the laborer, manufacturer and 
the farmer of our own, country. If the consumer of 
the foreign product or article, pays the whole, as 
any part of the cuty levied in almost every case, it 
is because he prefers the foreign product, or article, 
to that which is produced in his own country, or 
manufactured by his fellow citizens, and is rich 
enough to gratify his taste, or caprice, by indulging 
this preference. And if such duty be paid by him 
while he is able to afford it, that duty fosters and 
protects the domestic industry of the country. 

This policy not only gives employment to mil- 
lions, filling the country with comfort and prosperity, 
but by the enterprise, industry and competition to 
which it gave life, brought or was bringing every 
product and manufacture to a lower price than 
while we depended upon foreign countries for a sup- 

ly. It multiplied and it cheapened consumption. 

his policy alone will conter upon us independence 
in fact, of all the world. 

Pennsylvania, as a state is greatly concerned in 
interest, to maintain this policy which her patriot- 
ism approves. [ler extensive mines of coal and 
iron, sources of wealth, not only to her own citizens 
but to the citizens of other states, are sufficient for 
her domestic consumption, and that of all her sister 
states. She has incurred a debt of thirty millions 
of dollars in the construction of publie works to 
open these resources. She depends in a great de- 
gree upon the oh ip a of her coal and iron to 
enable ber to pay this great state debt, and to save 
her people from taxation. She, as well as her citi- 
zens, have made large investments, in the confidence 
that this salutary policy of the country should not 
be destroyed. Should her just expectations be dis- 
appointed, while the whole country must suffer, her 
citizens would be made to bear a greater share of 
evil, in proportion to the liberality of her expendi- 
tures in her great works of public improvement, 
the benefits of which are felt by the nation at large. 

Ever disposed to preserve the peace and happi- 
ness of her sister states, she acquiesced in the act 
of congress of eighteen hundred and thirty-three, 
which adjusted the tariff on the priuciple of com- 
promise. 

But the time has now arrived, when it becomes 
her again to asserther steadfast opinions on this sub- 
ject, and to ask that the national legislature should 
make provisions for the protection of her interests 
and those of the nation, which are already greatly 
oppressed and putin jeopardy by the operation of 
this act. 

Recent experience better and wisely tested by 
the slow and gradual reduction of the tariff under 
the compromise act jhas proved, at once, that the 
benefits anticipated by and to those who sought the 
overthrow of the system, have not been realized by 
them, and that as in the reduction which has already 
taken place, great evils have been brought upon the 
country, so to permit the system to be overthrown, 
would be to surrender not only the interests of our 
own commonwealth, but the prosperity and happi- 
ness of the people of the nation to foreign interests 
and influence. ’ 

We import foreign goods, or they are imported by 
the agents of foreign manufactures to the amount of 
from forty to sixty millions of dollars or more annu- 
ally, beyond our exports. This sum is a debt to fo- 
reigners which must be paid in specie, for there is 
nothing else which they will receive from us for it. 

While then our laborers, our mechanics, our ma- 
nufacturers, our farmers are deeply injured by these 
excessive importations, while habits of expensive 
and unprofitable luxury are stimulated by them, 
this excess of foreign importations biings us, with 
crippled means, annually in debt to foreigners to an 
enormous amount, and occasions a drain of specie 
from us, exhausting that essential basis of a good 
currency, and thus producing individual and national 
distress and bankruptcy. 

And whereas, the present reduced condition of 
the tariff is one of the prime causes of tke uriparal- 





of the reduced price of agricultural and domestic 
products, of the languishing and depressed condition 
of allybranches of industry, of the ruined and depre- 
ciatéd state of our national currency which so fatally 
prevails, and we are called upon by the sufferings 
of the people, and every consideration of wisdom 
and patriotism, not only to affirm the existence of 
the evil, but to point out and enforce the remedy. 

_ That remedy is in a judicious tariff, which while 
it will secure to the general government a sufficient 
revenue to meet our national expenditure without a 


resort to loans or the worse expedient of the issue’ 


of treasury notes, will, at the same time, protect the 
industry of our own people, create a domestic mar- 
ket for all the products of our land, and guard us 
from the ruinous evils of a disturbed and depreciated 
currency. 


If by reason of the proceeds of public lands, a 
fund held by the general government for the com- 
mon benefit of all the states, the public money in 
the treasury should exceed the wants of the general 
hikedprevises the difficulty will be at once avoided 

y the distribution of the excess among the states to 
which it rightly belongs, and the amount of revenue 
from the tariff may be kept within the wants of the 
government by the entire prohibition of the impor- 
tation of products and manufactures produced and 
manufactured in our own country in sufficient abun- 
dance to supply the demand at reasonable and fair 
prices. Therefore, 

Resolved, by the senaie and house of representatives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in general as- 
sembly met, That the senators in congress from this 
state be instructed, and the representatives in con- 

ress from this state requested, to propose and vote 
or a bill, so gradually to increase the tariff of duties 
on foreign products and merchandise imported, as 
effectually to protect the comestic products and 
manufactures of the United States, and as far as 
practicable to prevent the imports into the country 
from exceeding in value the exports of our domestic 
products and manufactures. 


Annual report of the Philadelphia board of trade. 
At the annual meeting of the members of the Phi- 
ladelphia board of trade, held on Friday evening, 
the 17th inst. Robert Toland, esq. was called to 
the chair, and C. G. Childs was appointed secreta- 
ry. The following report {rom the board of direc- 
tors was submitted to the meeting, and having been 
read, was unanimously adopted, and ordered to be 
pubMhed in the daily papers. 


To the members of the Philadelphia board of trade. 

GENTLEMEN: Your board regret that the pros- 
pect of better times, in which they placed too 
much reliance at the close of last year, has not 
been realized. Confiding in the acknowledged in- 
dusiry and enterprise of the American people, 
feeling assured that the great foundations of our 
national prosperity were still unshaken, and the 
sources from whence Philadelphia had principally 
derived her wealth were yet flowing and inex- 
haustible, your directors were perhaps too eager to 
believe that the strength of the storm was expend- 
ed; too ready to mistake the halcyon rays which 
they caught in the intervals of the clouds, for the 
sure signs of an universal and permanent calm. 
Though disappointed in the measure of their ex- 
pectations, the past year has by some means been 
one of general disaster to the commercial interests 
of Philadelphia. ‘Troubles of no ordinary charac- 
ter have come ee us, but brighter days await us. 

The great value of the city ice boat has been 
fully tested this season. This boat has succeeded, 
in spite of a degree of coldrarely surpassed in our 
latitude, in keeping the river Delaware open, so as 
toenable vessels to arrive at, and depart from our 
wharves. No reasonable doubt can now exist, 
from actual experience, that the plan of keeping an 
open communication with the sea at all periods of 
the year, is entirely practicable. The board trust 
that this valuable auxiliary to our trade will not in 
future be neglected. 

The steam tow boats, which have also been 
found of vast importance to our trade, by enabling 
vessels to arrive and depart with certainty at all 
times, were unfortunately laid up during a large 
portion of the past seasons, in consequence of the 
refusal of the governor to approve the bill passed 
by the legislature, providing for the permanent 
support of these boats. We have the satisfaction 
to add, that one of them is at present in successful 
operation, sustained by the liberality of our city 
authorities. 


The erection of anew light house on Brandy- 
wine shoals, is ih progress, under the direction of 
an experienced United States engineer; but the 
appropriations previonsly made by congress have 
proved inadequate for its completion. Your board 


jhave memorialized congress upon the subject. 





the means, under Providence, of insuring on these 
dangerous shoals, besides a vast amount of valna- 
ble property, would amply repay the cost of its 
erection. 

A survey has been made, by a competent engi- 
neer, under the direction of the government, for 
the purpose of establishing an ice harbor, by means 
of piers, at New Castle. This most desirable ob- 
ject should not be lost sight of by our community. 
It is a most important step towards the advance. 
ment of our trade, that more than one safe and 
commodious winter harbor should be constructed 
on the Delaware river, between this city and the 
capes, which would at all times be accessible to 
vessels. The board accordingly, addressed a com- 
munication to the public authorities, urging upon 
them the erection of several such harbors. 

The completion of the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
canal, so Jong and so anxiously desired, is now 
nearly effected, and the whole line is expected to 
be navigable next spring. Philadelphia may then 
look, we hope, for a large increase in trade from 
that source. We regret to state that no steps have 
yet been taken by the board of canal commission. 
ers, towards the extension of the state canal from 
Pittsburgh to Beaver. When this link is complet- 
ed, there will be a continuous communication by 
canals or rail roads, from this city to Cleveland, on 
Lake Erie. But, in order to make this great and 
costly work available to an increased extent, it is 
important that a further reduction of the tolls 
charged by the state on certain articles, should be 
made prior to the opening of the canals next 
spring. Much produce will otherwise continue to 
find its way to New Orleans or New York, ata 
less cost than it can at present be brought to Phi- 
ladelphia. Among the articles most affected by 
our high tariff of tolls, may be enumerated flour, 
wheat, bacon, hemp, lead and tobacco, from the 
interior, and also some descriptions of merchan- 
dise destined for the west. 

The board believe they speak the feelings of 
nearly every individual interested in the welfare of 
Philacelphia, and the commonwealth, when they 
express their disappointment at not having procur- 
ed from the state the authority to commence the 
enlargement of the union canal. An appropria- 
tion of four hundred thousand dollars, made by the 
legislature at their last session, failed, in conse- 
quence of the refusal of the governor to give his 
assent to the bill. It is needless to enlarge-upon 
the importance of this measure to the welfare of 
the city. It is mortifying to contrast the active 
and untiring energy manifested by the people ofa 
neighboring city, in pressing forward to comple- 
tion, an enterprise which they hoped would divert 
to their storehouses one of the most extensive 
branches of our internal trade, with the indiffer- 
ence exhibited by our state, and even by citizens 
of Philadelphia, to their progress. Men who have 
contributed nothing towards the immense sum ex- 
pended by Pennsylvania on our internal improve- 
ments, have succeeded in opening a direct com- 
munication with our state works. But the board 
may be permitted to hope, that with proper exer- 
tions on our part, and under the disadvantages 
under which Philadelphia suffers from the limited 
capacity of the Union canal, our neighbors will 
not be able to divert any extensive portion of trade 
from its accustomed and legitimate channel. That 
they will eventually obtain a portion of this trade, 
perhaps a valuable one, without the enlargement 
of that communication, may reasonably be conced- 
ed. With but half the efforts which have been 
made by the citizens of Maryland, in their enter- 
prise, Pennsylvania may place our possession of 
the trade, now endangered by their success, be- 
yond the reach of hazard. ; 

The Lehigh Navigation company have, witha 
becoming spirit, pressed forward their rail road, 
designed to connect their works at White Haven 
with the state canal at Wilkesbarre. This work 
will prove another great tributary to the prosperity 
of Philadelphia. In addition to the increased faci- 
lities it will give to our northern counties for com- 
munication with this city, and the profit it will se- 
cure to the enterprising and important company 
who have undertaken this work, it will open to us 
a market with some of the richest agricultural, and 
hitherto insulated counties in the state of New 
York. It is highly gratifying to learn that power- 
ful furnaces for smelting iron ore with antracite 
coal, are now actually being built on the line of 
that company’s works, where inexhaustible beds 
of both these very valuable minerals abound, and 
which, when completed, will not only greatly adc 
to the revenue of the company, by the increase of 
their tolls, but also by the sale of water power, 
which they possess to the extent of many miles; 
and that this new enterprise, the success of which 





be 
ese 
Na- 
its 
oj. 
for 


ins 
b- 


te- 
ind 
ed 
the 


on 


>" FS = = 


~~ aE FT FF al 


ease 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEB, 8, 1840--STATES OF THE UNION. 377 








— 
L 


seems no longer problematical, will in no small 
degree increase the trade of our city, and add to 
the resources of the commonwealth. This ‘ail 
road also opens to usa wide spread region of the 
finest timber land, hitherto unapproachable to com- 
merce. The coal trade, still in its infancy, is de- 
stined to add greatly to the wealth and business of 
Philadelphia. 

The Reading rail road has been completed from 
this city to that borough, within the last year, and 
has recently been opened for travel. It has already 
proved beneficial in bringing to our market sup- 

lies of flour, iron and various articles of produce, 
since that great artery to Philadelphia, the Schuyl- 
kill canal, fas been closed by ice. It is satisfacto- 
ry to find that the last mentioned company, whose 
energy and enterprise are deserving of all praise, 
are still juecomatally prosecuting their useful la- 
bors. By raising their tow-paths, by increasing 
the capacity of their reservoirs, by adding tothe 
number of the twin-locks, which are reported to 
be nearly complete throughout their entire line, 
and by other recent improvements, they appear to 
be prepared to carry on extensive operations on the 
opening of the spring trade. The affairs of this 
company seem to be in their usual prosperous con- 
dition. 

In a commercial point of view, our prospects, 
though somewhat overcast at present, are never- 
theless encouraging. Inthe increased number of 
arrivals at our port, we perceive that our commerce, 
both foreign and domestic, is rapidly increasing. 
In producing this desirable result, the steam tow 
and ice boats have exerted no inconsiderable share; 
as have also, to a large extent, the great and inex- 
haustible staples of our state, coal and iron. In 
1833, the whole number uf vessels which arrived 
at this port, was 11,324; of which 464 were from 
foreignports. In 1839, the number of arrivals was 
11,709; 521 of which were from foreign ports. The 
foreign imports in 1838, amounted to $10,417,815; 
during the first three quarters of 1839, they were 
$12,571,164. The amount of groceries and mer- 
chandise despatched to the west by the Columbia 
rail road alone, in 1838, was 43,259,912Ibs. In 
1839, the amount had increased to 49,561,032 lbs. 
Manufactures of various kinds, particularly in 
iron, are advancing with celerity; and the well 
earned reputation of our mechanics for superior 
skill, has attracted extensive orders to our city 
from Evrope. Our local improvements, have kept 
pace with the progress of our manufactures. Dur- 
ing the past year, nearly twelve hundred new 
buildings have been erected in the city and liber- 
ties, many of them upon a scale commensurate 
with our wealth and resources. By order, 

THOS. P. COPE, president. 
C. G. Childs, secretary of the board. 
Philadelphia, January 12th, 1840. 
VIRGINIA. 

Virginia United States senator. An attempt was 
made to elect a senator in place of Mr. Rives, by 
tie legislature, on the 29th ult. and continued, with- 
out success, on the 30th and 3lst. The result of 
the first day’s ballotings was as foilows: 


Whole number of votes, 166 
Necessary to a choice, 84 
For W. C. Rives, in the house, 70 

sy 6 in the senate, 13—-83 
For J. Y. Mason, in the house, G1 


¢¢ ¢ 


in the senate, 18—79 

Scattering, in the house, 3; in the senate 1. 

Mr. Rives, therefore, lacked but one vote of an 
election. 

On the second trial, Mr. Mason received 80 votes, 
but there was no other change. 

On the second day, (30th), Mr. Rives received 
on the first trial 82 votes—Mason 81—scattering 8. 
Mr. Griever, in the house, who voted for Mr. Rives 
the first day, voted for Mr. Mason on the seeond 
day. Another trial was made with the same result, 
and no body was elected. 

The result of the joint vote, on Friday, was as 
follows: 

For Mr. Rives 23; for Mr. Mason 80; for Mr. 
Allen (whig) 63. A second call of the roll in each 
house produced the following joint result: For Mr. 
Allen 76; Mr. Mason 79; Mr. Rives 11. A third 
vote resulted as follows: Mr. Allen 80; Mr. Ma- 
son 81; scattering 5—(84 being necessary to an 
election). What followed is thus briefly sketched 
by the editor of the Richmond Whig: 

“At 9 o’clock at night, the election of senator 
was indefinitely postponed, after a trial of three 
days. The house, in the first place, proposed to 
postpone until 11 o’clock this day. The senate 
amended the resolution by substituting indefinite 
postponement—ayes about 25. The house disagreed; 


the senate insisted; and the house receded by a vote | 
of 67 to 65. The vote in both houses was a mixed| hall. Ex-governor Runnels made an assault on| information will be promptly ziven of the 





general conviction that no election could be made, 
and the universal sense of weariness, exhaustion 
and disgust.” 

GEORGIA. 

Georgia rail roads. The energetic enterprise of 
the a is worthy of all commendation. It 
appears this gallant state can act as well as think 
for herself, and that she is above asking help to ad- 
vance her grand system of internal improvements. 
In this respect, Hb is the “empire state” of the 
south. The Savannah Georgian (Jan. 9) gives 
these flattering details: 

A new locomotive engine called the John Bol- 
ton, has just been landed, and is to be immediately 
placed on the track of the Central rail road. The 
engine is from the manufactory of Mesers. Rogers, 
Ketchum & Grosvenor, Paterson, N. J. of a some- 
what different plan of construction from those al- 
ready in use on this road; and from the successful 
operation of several engines made at this establish- 
ment, there is every reason to expect that the John 
Bolton will not disgrace her name. 

Contracts for heavy portions of the grading have 
recently been taken, payable in part in the stock of 
the de: ow A The whole of the superstructure has 
also recently been put under contract to the Oco- 
nee river, a distance from the city of 148 miles, up- 
wards of 130 miles are already graded. 

The track is completed, ready for use to the 99th 
mile, and in a few days the daily use of the road will 
be extended to the 100 mile station, where suitable 
stores and accommodations for travellers are alrea- 
dy nearly completed. 

A cargo of iron of the trail pattern is daily ex- 
pected from Europe. This cargo is to be followed 
up by others at short intervals, until the order for 
2,000 tons is accomplished. 

The public will perceive by the above statement 
of facts that the course of our great enterprise is on- 
ward, and that we have abundant cause for the full- 
est confidence in its rapid progress to its termina- 
tion at Macon. 


Our readers should also bear in mind that the 
Monroe rail road has some time since been finished 
to Forsyth, and the remainder to connect in De 
Kalb county with the great state road is all under 
contract, and in rapid progress towards completion. 

The grading of the Western and Atlantic rail 
road (i. e. the state road) is also nearly completed 
to White Plains, a distance of about 100 miles and 
favorable contracts have recently been made for the 
remainder of the grading thence to Ross’ landing, 
making a continuous rail road connection from Sa- 
vannah to Tennessee, as follows: 

Central rail road to Macon, 193 miles 

Monroe rail road, ) inn 

Western and Atlantic rail road, 140 * 
424 

To this may be added the Hiwassee rail road ex- 
tending to Knoxville, Tenn. about 95 miles, mak- 
ing in all upwards of 500 miles of road to connect 
Savannah with Knoxville, which we confidently 
predict will be in successful operation in three 
years froin this time. 

There are now, if we include the Georgia rail 
road, 422 miles of rail road graded in Georgia, 
which we believe cannot be exceeded by any state 
in the union. 

We hope soon to speak of the Angusta and 
Waynesboro’ rail road, a work so important to Se- 
vannah, Augusta and a rich section of middle Geor- 


ia. 

4 ALABAMA. ° 

The debt of the state of Alabaina, according to the 
state treasurer’s report, is $15,400,000. It is corn- 
prised in two classes of bonds, called long and short 
bonds. The latter are issued at two, four and six 
years, amount to $5,000,000, and bear an annual in- 
terest of $3,000,000. The other class of bonds 
amount to $10,406,000, fall due at different periods 
between the years 1850 and 1886, and bear a semi: 
annual interest of $260,500. [.Amer. Jan, 29. 


Bank suspension. The Alabama legislature has 
refused to legalize the bank suspension in that state. 
A bill to that effect in the house was laid on the ta- 
ble by a vote of 52 ayes to 40 nays. In the senate 
a joint resolution of asimilar purport, was also laid 


on the table—ayes 19, nays 10. 
P [ Post of 28th ult. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
The new governor was inaugurated at Jackson 
on the 9th instant. ‘The Brandon bank begged the 
legislature, by a petition, to take back its charter. 
The petition was laid upon the tabie. 
The Natchez Courier gives the particulars of a 
disgraceful affray which occured at Jackson on the 
9th instant, near the door of the representatives 


sissippian. The ex-governor was armed with pis- 
tols and a bowie knife and whilst Mr. K. was pre- 
paring with similar weapons, he was arrested and 
held to bail. The ex-governor, however, bid defi- 
ance to the sheriff and made the assault. The re- 
sult is not stated. 

TENNESSEE. 
Bank of Tennessee. The Tennessee house of 
representatives, by a vote of 40 to 32, has decided 
to reduce the number of branches of the Bank of 
Tennessee to two—one at Jackson and the other 
at Knoxville—the principal bank to remain at 
Nashville. 

KENTUCKY. 

Schuylkill bank. On the 27th ult. the governor 
of Kentucky addressed a letter to the cashier of the 
Bank of Kentucky, asking for information relative 
to the fraud committed in the Schuylkill bank, to 
which that officer made the following reply: 

Bank of Kentucky Louisville, Dec. 28, 1839. 

Dear sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 28th inst. requesting 
information in relation to the false issues of stock 
certificates of this bank, atits agency, the Schuy!l- 
kill bank, Philadelphia, by H. J. Levis, the late 
cashier. A communication to your excellency on 
this subject has been deferred, in the hope and 
hourly expectation of receiving farther and more 
circurnstantial accounts of the fraud, than what have 
been communicated in letters from Philadelphia, 
which were written just at the moment when the 
developinent was made, or shortly after it. Those 
letters afford but little information in addition tothe 
statements published in the papers of the day; I 
consequently have to regret that, in complying with 
your request, I have (owing to the continued fai. 
lures in the arrival of the eastern mails) so little sa- 
tisfactory information to communicate on this mo- 
mentous subject. Having received anonymous and 
confidential letters prejudicial to the Schuylkill 
bank, the necessary steps had been taken by this 
bank for the removal of the agency; and, on this 
day week, near the time when we had reason to 
expect its consummation, letters were received 
from a number of Philadelphia friends, giving the 
overwhelming inte!ligence that Levis had owned 
to the issue of 10,800 false certificates. 

In subsequent communications, the number is 
increased to 13,000—Levis, we are informed, avers 
to the former number. The transfer clerk states, 
that this work of fraud commenced in 1838, and 
continued in May last, when he left the Bank of 
Schuylkill. To what extent the spurious and ge- 
nuine stock have become mixed, or how the trans- 
fer books have been kepf, we are as yet uninform- 
ed. The returns or reports of stock from the 
Schuylkill bank tothis bank, have been satisfacto- 
ry, and but for the anonymous and confidential 
communications alluded to, no circumstance had 
occurred to induce suspicion of impropriety on the 
part of the Schuylkill agency. 

The statements made by the agencies in New 
York and Philadelphia, of the number of shares on 
the books of their respective agencies, preparatory 
to the July dividend, when compared with the num- 
ber of shares on the books of the bank, showed the 
united number to correspond with the whole num- 
ber of shares held by individuals, companies, &c. 
in the Bank of Kentucky. These statements, with 
such as had been previously furnished, all produc- 
ing the same results, is evidence sufficient that 
Levis knew, by the manner of keeping his books, 
or by some other means, how many genuine shares 
ought to be on his books, because this bank and 
the New York agency were checks upon him, and 
he was apprised of the fact that a difference of one 
share would have led to an investigation. The 
agent, in accordance with the custom in reference 
to the duties assigned, issued certificates to the 
stockholders on his books, after full payment of 
their stock was rade, and issued other certificates 
in case of transfer. taking in the original certificates 
Our friends in Philadelphia, immediately on the 
discovery of the fraud, employed eminent council 
for the bank—an injunction for the Bank of Ken- 
tucky was granted, and served on the Schuylkill 
bank. Levis has made a transfer of his property — 
securing first his bondmen, $20,000 of borrowed 
money, and the balance of his estate to his credi- 
tors, and I notice ina paper of the 2Ist, from Phij- 
ladelphia, that he has gone to Europe in the Liver. 
pool. The agency books are still in the Schuylkill 
bank; they were refused on the 17th, on the appli- 
cation for their removal, as advised by the presi- 
dent of the Bank of the United States. Mr. Pope 
the president, is in or near Philadelphia at this time, 
if no accident has happened to him—he left the day 
after receiving intelligence. I close this commu. 
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terious, stupendous and infamous fraud on record. 
I am, most eeepaetiny your obedient servant, 
EO. W. GWATHMEY. 
His excellency, C. 4. Wickliffe, Frankfort, Ky. 
OHIO. 

Ohio legislature. In the house of representa- 
tives of Ohio a resolution has been adopted in- 
structing the committee on banks and the currency 
to report to the house a bill making it an offence 
punishable by confinement in the penitentiary, for 
any jength of lime not exceeding seven nor less 
than three years, for the directors or officers of any 
banking institution within the state, to issue, for 
circulation within the state or elsewhere, post notes 
or bills payable on time. The same comuittee 
were at the same tiie directed to inquire into the 
expediency of making all post notes previously 
issued, payable on demand in gold and silver, at 
the couuters of the banks issuing them. 

A resolution stating that slavery is an institutiun 
recognised by the constitution, was passed by a 
large majority—two ony voting in the negative. 
Another resolution on the same subject declared 
that “the unlawful, unwise and unconstitutional 
interference of the fanatical abolitionists of the 
north with the domestic institutions of the south- 
ern states,” was highly criminal. 

Bank reform. in the house of representatives 
of Ohio, the bill to repeal the charter of the Chilli- 
cothe bank, and of the Trust company, which had 
been ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
on the 20th ult. by a large majority, was on the 
2ist laid upon the table; ‘and there it will lie,”’ 
says a correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette, 
writing from Columbus. ! 

Repeal of charters. The legislature of Ohio has 
decided by a vote of both houses that it has the 
right to repeal any act of a former legislature. 

Abstract of the first annual report of the bank com- 
missioners. It appears that the chartered capital of 
the thirty-seven baaks in Ohio amount to 18,000,000 
dollars; on which there has been paid $11,921,579 
67; of this amount paid in, $5,961,931 is owned 
by citizens of Ohio and $5,959,648 by non-resi- 
dents. 

The circulation of all the chartered banks in the 
state on the 30th of April, 1839, was $8,309,141 80; 
and on the 30th of November, 183%, $5,047,773 22; 
being a reduction in the space of seven months of 
$3,261,363 50. 

Their specie on the 30th of April, 1839, was 
$2,662,642 10, and on the 30th November, 1839, 
$1,851,380; showing a diminution of $811,261 20 
in the space of seven months. 

The loans and discounts amount to $15,057,939 
12; of which 932 individuals and firms have bor- 
rowed in sums of $5,000 and upwards $7,743,351 
65 and 8,778 individuals and firms have borrowed 
in suims under five thousaiid dollars $7,314,587 47. 
The directors and officers of the banks have bor- 
rowed and become security for nearly five millions, 
or about one-third of the entire loans and discounts 
made by the banks. 

The annual dividend prior to the time of inspec- 
tion, amounted to upwards of a million, nearly half of 
which was paid to stockholders residing out of the 
state. Delinquencies to the amount of $20,000 have 
been discovered in the state tax on dividends since 
1825; and the commissioners are of the opinion that 
prior to this time, ‘‘valid claims to a large amount 
exist against several institutions.” It is recommend- 
ed that the money loaned, or the capital stock be tax- 
edinstead olf the dividends. Profits undivided remain 
in the banks tothe amount of $600,000 upon which 
no revenue accrues to the state, which the com- 
missioners think should be ‘immediately subjected 
to the taxing power of the state.” _ 

Although the demand for specie to pay debts 
abroad has been unusually great, the commission- 
ers are of the opinion, that the hostility of the 
banks to each other, have increased the drain of the 
precious metals from theirvaults, They distrusted 
oue another and the public distrusted them. The 
mass of community made no excessive deinands—- 
The banks themselves and the brokers are charged 
with the fault. The course of the Cincinnati banks 
in employing an agent to purchase country bank 
notes—(they refusing to receive them at their coun- 
ters in the payment of debts as they had formerly 
done)—and send them home for redemption, pro- 
duced a retaliatory spirit on the part of the country 
banks. An attempt to form an agency in Cin- 
cinnati with available means to the amount of 
$300,000, by the country banks, to counteract the 
city banks is disclosed. The extent of the demand 
of some of the banks, by other banking Institutions, 
is shown in the information elicited from the 
cashiers of the West Union bank, Urbana bank and 
the Commercial bank of Cincinnati. The West 
Union bank paid upwards of ninety-nine thousand 
doliars, in specie for its own notes to the Commer- 





cial bank of Scioto, Ohio. Life and Trust, Law- 
renceburg branch of the Indiana State bank, and 
the Maysville branch of the Kentucky bank; whilst 
the Commercial bank of Cincinnati paid out six 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars, in specie, to 
“the country banks” in redemption for its own 
notes; and the Urbana bank had demands for “large 
sums of coin and eastern funds;” from Cincinnati, 
in one instance, $26,000 in coin was drawn by the 
Commercial bank of Cincinnati. 

It is the opinion of the commissioners that the 
suspension would have been general among the 
banks in the month of Octuber last had not the 
bank law last session been in existence. As it was, 
the suspension was limited, and the banks general- 
ly resumed within thirty days. 

The issue of post notes, is most pointedly con- 
demned by the commissioners, In conclusion they 
say: 

“It is reported that several of the banks of this 
state have within a short period, issued a kind of 
currency, coming within the description of paper 
above referred to, as post notes. Some of the is- 
sues have fallen under our observation, and are made 
payable at different periods, and at different places, 
within, and without the state. There is yet ano- 
ther description of notes issued, payable, some -in 
current bank notes, and others in the notes of banks 
that were at the time of issue, and still continue 
in a state of suspension. 

‘It has been supposed, that the laws of this state 
held all bank paper issued as a currency, as paya- 
ble on demand; and that although banks may at- 
tempt to evade the payment of their issues in gold 
and silver, by making them payable at a future day, 
orin the notes of other banks, or any other evi- 
dence of debt, it will not avail them against a de- 
mand made under the law. There being, however, 
no attorney general of the state, with whom the 
bank commissioners could confer upon this, or any 
other point that might arise in the discharge of 
their duties, they have thought proper to present 
the matter to the consideration of the general as- 
sembly.” 

Under the head of ‘illegal circulation’’ the is- 


‘sues of the following banks are named. 


Maumee Insurance company, 

Ohio Rail road company, 

Otis, Arnold and company, 

Mechanics’ and Traders’ association, 
E. Eastin, 

Orphans’ Institute, 

Washington Social Library society, 
Franklin Silk company, 

Monroe Falls Manufacturing company. 

The law is defective in prohibiting the issue and 
circulation of unauthorised paper. Legislative ac- 
tion is recommended to supply the deficiency, not 
only in relation to illegal circulation, but also in 
respect to “foreign bank notes.”” The Bank of St. 
Clair Michigan, has had bills to the amount of 
$125,000 in circulation endorsed ‘payable at the 
bank of Circleville’? in Ohio—also a small amount 
of paper was putin circulation in 1838, by the 
Bank of Pontiac, Michigan, payable at Sandusky, 
Ohio, which from the testimony of the cashier of 
the Bank of Sandusky has been discontinued—the 
amount in circulation is said to be small. The ar- 
rangement for the redemption of these notes is so 
very precarious, that the bill holders, are in immi- 
nent danger of loss, in the opinion of the commis- 
sioners. 

Stock notes. 
say: 

‘‘When individuals apply to the legislature for 
an aet of incorporation to bank, the charter is grant- 
ed under the supposition that the corporators have, 
or can command, the real capital necessary to ab- 
sorb the stock. But modern banking has found a 
substitute, and instead of paying up the subscrip- 
tion upon stock, in specie or its equivalent, in- 
stances are not uncommon where the stock note of 
the subscriber is taken as money, and made to per- 
form its office, in establishing the institution.” 

The report closes with some remarks on the 
large proportion of banking facilities monopolized 
by the directors and officers of the banks; on the 
practice of charging usurious interest by discount- 
ing bills of exchange instead of doing domestic 
bnsiness paper, and a dissertation upon the subject 
of “exchange.’”? Weshall refer to the report again. 

[Dayton Journal, Jan. 21. 
ILLINOIS. 

The Van Buren legislature of Illinois have passed 
a bill to enable the state bank to relieve its credi- 
tors.—The bill passed gives the bank power to re- 
new notes, and discount paper, the proceeds of which 
are to be devoted to the payment of notes heretofore 
executed to the bank. 

The Illinois house of representatives has passed, 
by a vote of 57 to 40, resolutions for suspending 


Under this head the commissioners 


operations on all the rail roads in that state. Tne 
resolutions require the finance committee to report 
a bill providing for the total suspension of all public 
works with the dismissal of operatives and engi- 
neers. A new board of works is proposed to be 
created, whose duty itshall be to wind up the busi- 
ness of the late board; and one of the rules te be 
adopted for its guidance, is that no sale of state stock 
is to be made at less than par value, . 
MICHIGAN, 

Gov. Woodbridge’s message. After touching upon 
some matters relative to the state’s representation 
in congress, gov. Woodbridge enters upon the ¢on- 
sideration of the financial affairs of Michigan. It 
appears that from the period of its commencement 
the expenditures of the state gavernment have ex- 
ceeded by a large amountits fixed and ordinary in - 
come. That this result should appear in a time of 
general peace without extraordinary exigencies to 
call for large disbursements, implies something ra- 
dically defective, in the opinion of the governor, 
either in the financial system adopted, or in. its 
modes of administration. Various practices incon- 
sistent with sound economy are alluded to as some 
of the causes of these excessive expenditures.— 
Among such itis thought that the principal source 
of wasteful diffusion of the public moneys is to be 
found in the custom which seems to have obtained 
of crowding into the general appropriation law pro- 
visions for the payment of various disconnected 
claims upon the government—claims often obtain- 
ed suddenly in the way of amendments, and under 
circumstances which preclude the possibility of a 
full and fair consideration of them. In view of this 
evil the governor recommends that no pecuniary 
appropriations, except such as concern the contin- 
gent expenses of the legislature, be permitted to 
find place in the general appropriation law, unless 
it be on the footing of a previous special report of 
the auditor general, or of some of the appropriate 
standing committees of that branch of the legisla- 
ture in which the claim may be. 

The system of internal improvements preseted 
and partially carried out, and pervading all parts of 
the state, is thought to be altogether too extensive 
for the present means of the commonwealth. Every 
consideration of prudence forbids, says the gover- 
nor, the further prosecution of this great and favo- 
rite work. Such undertakings as are nearly finish- 
ed it is throught may be completed with such means 
as the state can command, and the idea is suggested 
that other works which the state under present cir- 
cumstances cannot consistently carry on might be 
successfully prosecuted by private companies upon 
terms fair and equitable. The hope is also express- 
ed that the public lands within the limits of the 
state may, by the action of the general government, 
become the means of supplying resources for the 
future completion of important public works. In 
conclusion, however, upon the subject of internal 
improvement the message recommends an imme- 
diate suspension or repeal of all existing laws rela- 
tive to the system, excepting so much as relates to 
the running of cars upon the rail roads already in 
use, the regulation, receipt and application of the 
tolls collected thereon, or so much as in any wise 
regards the receipt of the instalments due and ac- 
cruing upon the five millions loan and the payment 
of the stipulated interest. In connection with. this 
it is thought proper thata full and clear exposition 
of the actual condition of every part of the work 
comprised in the general plan should be made out 
and be submitted to inspection. 

The message alludes to some misunderstanding 
which has arisen between the agents of the state 
employed in laying out the route of a ship canal, 
intended to connect Lake Superior with the wa- 
ters of the lower lakes, and the United States au- 
thorities at Fort Brady. A correspondence on the 
subject had been opened by the late executive of 
Michigan with the president of the United States, 
which will be shortly submitted to the legisla- 
ture. 

In reference to the providing ways and means to 
defray the charges necessary to the support of go- 
vernment, the message advises a resort todirect tax- 
ation. The present arrangements with regard to 
the assessment and collection of taxes are thought 
to be defective. 

The subject of the currency is dwelt upon at 
some length, and the opinion is expressed that the 
only radical means of cure for present disorders are 
in the hands of the national government. An exa- 
mination however is urged into the banking svs- 
tem of the state, which has proved to be wholly 
Snoteget to the task of supplying a sound and 
equable currency. An increase of the circulatin 
medium is thought to be required for the success{u 
prosecution of business and the ready development 





of the resources and industry of the state. 
[ Bait. Amer. Jan. 27. 
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POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
Tue accerrance. In reply to letters. from 
en. Owen, of North Carolina, gen. Pegram, of 
irginia, and twenty others, (one from each state 
represented), gen. Harrison and Mr. Tyler return- 
ed the subjoined answers, accepting the nomina- 
tion of the Harrisburg convention. 
GENERAL HARRISON’S REPLY. 
North Bend, 19th Dec. 1839. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter from Harrisburg of the 
7th instant. : Bie 

However objectionable in the opinions of many 
of our fellow citizens, may be the mode of select- 
ing a candidate for the two highest offices of the 
government by a general convention, the peculiar 
circumstances in which the party opposed to the 

resent administration were placed, seem to have 

eft them no alternative to secure that unity of ac- 
tion so necessary to their success. The numberof 
states represented, and the exalted characters of 
the delegates to whom the delicate task of nomi- 
nating a candidate was committed, leaving no room 
to doubt that their decision was in accordance with 
the wishes of the majority of their constituents, I 
accept with gratitude the nomination which, in 
obedience to a resolution of the convention, you 
have done me, gentlemen, the honor to communt- 
cate 

But however high I may value this evidence of 
the attachment and confidence of so large a por- 
tion of my fellow citizens, I must beg you to be- 
lieve, gentleinen, that no one is more thoroughly 
convinced than I am, that in selecting a retired 
and unpretending individual to. be their candidate, 
the convention were influenced by circumstances 
often occurring in popular governments to set 
aside the higher claims of other citizens, although 
founded upon the possession of the most distin- 
guished talents and the performance of the most 
eininent services to their country, united to every 
other quality necessary to the discharge of the 
duties of chief magistrate of this great republic. 

It may perhaps be expected that I should em- 
brace this occasion to declare the principles upon 
which the administration will be conducted, if the 
efforts of my friends to place me in the presiden- 
tial chair should prove successful. But having, in 
a letter to the hon. Harmer Denny, and in another 
to the hon. Sherrod Williams, both of which have 
been made public, given my views at some length 
of the character and extent of the powers vested 
by the constitution in the president, I consider it 
unnecessary to repeat them here. 

I deem it, however, gentlemen, proper at this 
time to renew the assurance heretofore frequently 
inade, that should [ be elected to the presidency, I 
will under no circumstances consent to be a candi- 
date for a second term. 

With the highest consideration, gentlemen, for 
yourselves and those you represent. I am, your 
fellow citizen, W. H. HARRISON. 

To the hon. John Owen, of N. Carolina, Sc. 

GOVERNOR TYLER’S REPLY. 
Williamsburg, Va. Dec. 16, 1839. 

GENTLEMEN: The nomination which, as the 
organs of the late Harrisburg convention, you have 
communicated to me, is accepted with a sensibility 
greatly augmented by the fact, that whilst itis a 
result in no way contemplated by me, it was at- 
tended by the unanimous concurrence of that en- 
lightened and patriotic body. To have myname 
associated with that of the eminent patriot who is 
put in nomination for the first office, is of itself 
regarded by me as no ordinary honor. His long 
and faithful services to the country, at the council 
board and in the field, have won for him a distin- 
guished name in history, and furnish the surest 
guarantee that should he be elevated by the popu- 
lar voice to the chief executive office, his adminis- 
tration of governmental affairs will be just and pru- 
dent, and wise. With the constitution for his guide, 
and the good of his country his only aim, I doubt 
not but that his exertions would be exclusively di- 
rected to uphold the one, and to advance the other. 
The friend and supporter of Jefferson, of Madison 
and Monroe, and the immediate descendant of a 
signer of the Declaration of Independence, ean be 
none other than true to his early republican creed, 
and the devoted advocate of free principles and of 
popular rights. I have the honor to be gentlemen, 
your obedient servant, JOHN TYLER. 

* John Owen, esq. and others of the committee. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 
January 30. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented: 
By Mr. Phelps, resolutions from the Legislature 
of Vermont, remonstrating against the ceding of 
the public lands to the states in whaeh they lie. 











By Mr. Webster, a memorial, numerously and re- 
spectably signed by citizens of Boston, asking a 
drawback on the coal used in the steam packets. 
As the subject was already before the senate, froin 
another quarter, and had been reported on, he would 
move that it lie on the table. 

By Mr. Davis, from citizens of St. Joseph’s, 
Florida, asking for the division of a collection 
district. 

Also, from citizens of Apalachicola, asking that a 
light-house be erected at Cape San Blas. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from citizens of that 
state, asking the change of a certain mail route. 

Also, from William Morrow, asking to be re- 
lieved on account of a contract, which he alleges to 
have been violated on the part of the government. 

By Mr. Williams, from citizens of Maine, pray- 
ing a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. Fulton, trom citizens of Arkansas, asking 
for an appropriation for the improvement of Bayou 
Bartholomew. 

By Mr. Sturgeon, from citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that the laws in relation to the sale and trans- 
fer of ships be amended. 

Also, from citizens of the same city in relation 
to slavery. The motion to receive this petition was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Grundy, from the special committee appoint- 
ed on the resolutions offered by Mr. Berton in re- 
gard to the debts of the states, made a report, con- 
cluding with resolntions, concurring almost wholly 
with the resolutions referred. 

The report was read by Mr. G. and its arguments 
were chiefly directed against the debts of one por- 
tton of the people being paid by another; against 
getting in debt at all; and long and most decisively 
against any distribution among the states of a sur- 
plus revenue, or of the proceeds of the public lands. 

Mr. Benton moved the printing of 30,000 extra 
copies of the report. 

An earnest and animated debate was continued 
throughont the day by Messrs. Nicholas, Grundy, 
Crittenden, Benton, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Brown, Preston, King and Webster. 

On motion of Mr. King, the report was recom- 
mitted to the same committee, without instructions, 
to be modified by them according to their views 
after this debate. 

The senate then adjourned. 


January 31. The vice president laid before the 
senate a report of the secretary of war, made in 
obedience to a resolution of the senate of the 15th 
instant, in relation to internal improvements in the 
territory of Wisconsin; which was read, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Also, a representation from Johiel Brooke, late 
Indian agent; which was referred to the committee 
on private land claims. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, presented the petition of 
Williamson Smith, praying remuneration for ex- 
penses incurred and services performed by him, 
under a contract witha government agent, for the 
removal of the Cherokee Indians; which was re- 
ferred tc the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented the petitios: of 
a number of citizens of Philadelphia, Pa. and of 
citizens of the state of Maine, for a congress of na- 
tions; which was referred to the committee on 
foreign relations. 


Mr. Linn presented the petition of the heirs of 
Joseph Thompson, deceased, praying the confirma- 
tion of their title to a tract of land; which was re. 
ferred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Grundy, from the select committee, to 
which was recommitted the report submitted 
yesterday on the resolution offered some time since 
by Mr. Benton, in opposition to the assumption of 
the debts of the states by the general government, 
reported it, with some modifications; which were 
read. 

A discussion ensued, in which Messrs. Grundy, 
Hubbard, and Wright sustained and advocated the 
report, and Messrs. Preston, Southard, and Merrick 
opposed it; when it was informally passed over. 

The senate went into executive business; and 
then adjourned until Monday. 


February 3. The vice president communicated to 
the senate a report from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, showing the contracts made in that depart- 
ment for 1839. 

Also, from the president of the United States, 
enclosing a report from the superintendent of the 
mint. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and referred: 

By Mr, Smith, of Indiana, several petitions of 
male and female citizens of Jefferson county, In- 
diana, against slavery in different forms; and on the 


question of their reception, the motion was laid on 
the table. 


By Mr. Buchanan, several petitions of a like 


kind, on which the motion to receive was laid on 
the table. 


) Also, from citizens of York and Adams counties, 
in Pennsylvania, asking thata moderate duty might 
be imposed on silk imported into the United States. 

Also, from citizens of Philadelphia, asking the 
same. Mr. B, said he was instructed to say that 
this memorial was signed by every large importing 
house in that city. 

Also, from citizens of Philadelphia in: relation to 
the employment of a steam cutter in the Delaware 
bay. 

Also, from certain coach lace weaversin New- 
ark, N. J. stating that, by a construction of the 
courts in regard to the revenue laws, German silk 
lace can be imported cheaper than the common 
worsted lace can be manufactured. They com- 
plain that the decisions of the court are wrong, and 
those of the treasury right, and ask the attention of 
congress. 

Also, from Barnet Gibbons, asking remuneration 
for property in a vessel in which he was conveying 
| troops to Florida. 

By Mr. Benton, several petitions from officers of 
‘the line of the army, asking an equalization of their 
pay with the staff. 

By Mr. Clay, from J. L. Smith and others, ask- 
ing that a new department of the government may 
be formed to preside over education and agriculture. 
The petition goes into a history of the advantages 
to be derived from sucha department of the go- 
vernment in the collection and dissemination of 
useful knowledge, in the propagation of seeds, im- 
plements of husbandry, &c. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from a battalion of 
troops in relation to property destroyed in the Flori- 
da war, (horses, &c.) whose claims were rejected 
by the third auditor as not coming within the laws. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the “bill to provide 
for the payment of damages sustained by indivi- 
duals by wars with the Indian tribes in 1830,” was 
taken up, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day week next. 


On motion of Mr. Pierce, the ‘bill to continue 
the office of commissioner of pensions, and to trans- 
fer the pension business heretofore transacted in the 
navy department to that office,” was considered in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint resolution was introduced by Mr. Tap- 
pan, to the effect that all petitions presented to 
either house of congress, and unfavorably reported 
on, should not again be received, unless on affidavit 
of some additional and important testimony. 

A resolution was submitted by Mr. Smith, of 
Connecticut, calling on the secretary of war to state 
the difference of cost between cast iron cannon and 
wrought and brass cannon, and the comparative 
value of each kind. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the select committee on Mr. Benton’s reso- 
lutions, respecting the debts of the states, and espe- 
cially in regard to their assumption by the United 
States government. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, spoke at large in vindica- 
tion of the report and committee, and against the 
distribution ainong the states of any portion of the 
public revenue, and mainly on the ground that it 
would now be equivalent to an assumption of the 
debts of the states. 


Mr. Crittenden replied briefly, and mainly to the 
effect that he had always been in favor of a just and 
equal distribution of the proceeds of the lands 
among the states as their rightful property; and 
much more would he now be in favor of it when 
some of them were in difficulty. 

The senate adjourned. 


February 4. The vice president communicated 
to the senate areport from the secretary of the 
treasury, in compliance with a resolution, of the 
donation claims and settlement rights in the state 
of Mississippi. ; 

Also, from the war department an abstract report 
of the returns of the militia. 


Mr. Tuppan gave his views at some length in re- 
lation to certain petitions sent him from Ohio, and 
declined to present them. 

Mr. Preston returned him thanks, in the name of 
the south, for the stand taken by bim. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and referred: 


By Mr. Fulton, from Henry Wilson, asking to 
locate nnappropriated public lands. 

By Mr. Young, from the Galena Chamber of 
Commerce, asking an appropriation for the removal 
of certain obstructions in the lower rapids of the 
Mississippi river. 

By Mr. White, from citizens of Wisconsin, ask- 
ing that certais lands in Milwauke land district: 
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may be exposed to sale, and pre-emption rights 
granted to settlers thereon. 

By Mr. Linn, from certain citizens, asking sur- 
veys to be made with a view to the creation of a 
ship channel across the Isthmus of Panama. 

Mr. Merrick, from the directors of the Bank 
of Alexandria, asking an extension of the charter 
for the purpose of winding up business. 

Also, from Noah Fairbank, in relation to se- 
curing steamboats against the disasters of fire. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military 
affairs, reported a bill for the relief of certain com- 
panies of Michigan militia. 

Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to authorise the erec- 
tion of a hospital in the city of Washington, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. Nicholas introduced a bill to authorise 
Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore appropriated 
for the use of schools. 

Mr. Fulton introduced a bill to perfect the titles 
to lands south of the river Arkansas, held under 
New Madrid locations and pre-emption rights of 
i8l4. 

Mr. Linn introduced a bill to quiet the titles of 
certain land claimants in the states of Missouri and 
Arkansas. 

Mr. While submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
inform the senate what means have been taken to as- 
certain and satisfy the debts of the Winnebago In- 
dians, for the payment of which the residuary sum of 
$150,000 was appropriated by the treaty of November, 
1837, made with that nation. Also, what causes have 
interposed to prevent the removal of these Indians west 
of the Mississippi in pursuance of said treaty. 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
inquire into the expediency of causing a survey to be 
made of the Ohio river, at the little falls, with a view to 
ascertain the practicability of improving the navigation 
thereof. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Web- 
ster, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire Whether the laws respecting vessels 
propelled by steam do not require amendment, and 
whether it be not expedient, among other provisions, 
to make the following, viz: 

Ist. That the owners or masters of al steamboats or 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, pea 
ed in the transportation of 0 iy ig or of goods, 
wures, or merchandise, or of both, for hire, shall be 
deemed to all intents and purposes common carriers 
thereof, and shall be liable to all the duties and respon- 
sibilities imposed on such carriers by the common law. 
And every restriction, limitation, or qualification, of any 
such duties and responsibilities, by any special notice 
or contract, or other proceeding on the part of such 
carriers, shal! be deemed utterly void and of no validity, 
or force, or effect whatever. 

2d. That whenever any loss, damage, or injury, 
shall occur to any passenger, or to any goods, wares, or 
merchandise on board of any such steamboat or other 
vessel propelled in whole or in part by steam, from fire 
or steam, or collision with any other vessel, the same 
shall be deemed tull prima fucie evidence of negligence 
sufficient to charge the proprietors of such steamboat 
or other vessel propelled hy steam, and those in their 
employment, with the full amount of such loss, or 
damage, or injury, until they shall show, beyond any 
reasonable doubt, that no negligence whatever had oc- 
curred on their part. 

3d. That if any inspector or inspectors, appointed 
under the law to which this is a s:pplement, shall care- 
lessly or negligently perform the duties required of them 
by law, or shall make or sign any certificate required 
by the same act, knowing the same to contain any false 
statement, he and they shall be deemed guilty of high 
misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof before 
any court of the United States having competent juris- 
diction, be punished by fine not exceeding $500, and 
by imprisonment not exceeding ninety days, according 
to the aggravation of the offence, and shall also be lia- 
ble in civil action to all damages which shall be occa- 
sioned thereby to any person or persons whatever; and 
that the committee be instructed further to inquire an 
report to the senate what judicial decisions have been 
made under the existing law, and especially whether it 
has been the effect of any such decision to render the 
existing law imoperative in any part of the country. 

The resolution of Mr. Preston calling on the pre- 
sident for the causes of the removal of governor 
Call, of Florida, was taken up, and, after being so 
amended as to strike out so much as requests the 
president to ‘ive his reasons,”’ was adopted. 

The senate having resumed the consideration of 
the report of the committee on Mr. Benton’s resolu- 
tion in regard to the debts of the states— 

Mr. Phelps addressed the senate in opposition to 
the sentiments and printing of the report, but 
especially in vindication of the state of Vermont, 
who was not in debt, from the charge that her de- 
sire and request that the proceeds of the public 
lands should be equally distributed among the states 
amounted at all to a proposition for assuming the 


debts of the states. 





At the request of Mr. Calhoun, who expressed a 
desire to speak to-morrow on the subject, it was 
informally passed over, and the senate adjourned. 

February 5. Memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented by Messrs, Clay, Tallmadge, Williams, 
oe Pierce and Young, all of which were refer- 
red. 

Mt. Prentiss, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported a bill to provide for satisfying out- 
standing claims to bounty lands for military servi- 
ces in the late war, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill to authorise the president of 
the United States to raise fifteen hundred men for 
the defence of Florida. , 

Mr. Hubbard introduced a bill for the settlement 
= - claims of New Hampshire against the United 

tates. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. introduced a joint resolution for 
taking the ensuing census of the United States. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday were taken 
up and adopted. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a higher mini- 
mum price for the lands contained in the Miami Re- 
serve, situated in the state of Indiana. 

The bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy 
pensions, and making further provisions in relation 
to navy pensions, was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. Preston submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform the senate whether, in hisannual re- 
port made at the commencement of the present session 
of congress, and the estimates therein contained of ex- 
penditures proposed for the current year, he has includ- 
ed any sum or proposed any appropriation for the con- 
struction and continuation of the Cumberland road, 
and, if not, whether the omission was unintentional or 
designed. 
r. P. wished to have it adopted at once, but 
Mr. Allen objecting, it will lie over one day. 

The senate having resumed the consideration of 
the report of the select committee on Mr. Benton’s 
resolutions in regard to the debts of the states— 

Mr. Calhoun addressed the senate at length, chief- 
ly on the subject ofa distribution among the states of 
a surplus revenue orthe proceeds of the public lands; 
and on the evils of a protective tariff, from which 
he argued the embarrassments of the country had 
chiefly arisen, and that it was injurious even to the 
manufactures. 

Mr. Preston argued briefly that all had been done 
on this subject which could be done, or ought to 
be done; and that by the full concessions on the 
other side that the states were amply able and wholly 
disposed to pay the debts contracted by them, a 
great part of the mischief which the report might 
otherwise have done was probably counteracted. 
He therefore moved to lay the whole subject: and 
the report on the table. 

Negatived by yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tinden, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Preston, Ruggles, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Spence, 
Tallmade, White—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Aiabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of 
Con. Sturgeon, Strange, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
liams, Wright, Young—29. 

The question now being on printing the usual 
number of copies of the report— 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Henderson briefly assigned 
their reasons fur voting in favor of the motion, but 
could not be heard by the reporter for the noise. 

The usual number of copies were then ordered to 
be printed, by yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Betts, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, 
Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 


d| Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, 


Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Smith, of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Strange, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
White, Williams, Wright, Young—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of ~ Clayton, Crittenden, 
Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Southard, Spence—8 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the subject of the re- 
port was postponed, and made the special order for 
Monday next. 

Mr. Benton, (his motion being now in order by 
his having given a previous notice of it), moved the 
printing of 30,000 extra copies of the report. 

After some remarks from Mr. Prentissand Mr. 
Lumpkin— : 

The question was put, and 30,000 copies of the 
report were ordered to be printed, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sinith. of Conn. Sturgeon, Strange, 


{ Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, Young—27. 





NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Ta!lmadge, White—18, 

And then the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, Jan. 30. The unfinished business of 
yesterday was the consideration of the several pro- 
positions pending in relation to the public printing 
of the house’ of representatives, and which were 
immediately as follows: 

First, the resolution of Mr. Giddings, in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

Resolved, That, until the further order of the house, 
the clerk be directed to procure the printing of the 
house to be done by such persons as will do it with 
the least expense to government.” 

To which Mr. Graves heretofore moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“Resolved, That the whole subject of the public print- 
ing, together with the communication of Gales & Sea- 
ton, on that subject, be referred to a select committee, 
io inquire into the best plan of executing the same, and 
to report by bill or otherwise; and that the printing 
which has been or may hereafter be ordered be exe- 
cuted in all things except prices, in the manner pre- 
scribed by the joint resolution of congress relating to 
that matter, approved March 3, 1819. And the clerk 
of this house under the supervision and control of the 
committee of accounts, is hereby authorised to make a 
contract or contracts with some suitable person or per- 
sons to execute said work upon the best terms it can be 
done in the District of Columbia, provided the prices 
shall not exceed those fixed by the aforesaid joint reso- 
lution of 1819.” 

To which amendment Mr. Rice Garland hereto- 
fore moved the following amendment: Insert after 
the word ‘*‘same” the following: 

“And into the expediency of entirely separating the 
patronage from the newspaper or public press of the 
country.” 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, who was entitled to the 
floor from yesterday, rose and said that, since he 
had had the honor of a seat in this body, his course 
had uniformly been of that character which was 
conducive to the despatch of the public business; 
and although he had intended, in justice to himself 
and to his own sense of duty, to have replied to 
some of the remarks of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Graves), yet he was willing to forego 
this intention, and to make one more effort to bring 
the house to a vote on the proposition which he 
had intended to have submitted the day before yes- 
terday. 

Before he took his seat, he desired to make one 
or two explanatory observations. He was about to 
make an effort tv lay upon the table the proposi- 
tions which were now pending before the house, 
with a view to bring the house, if he could, to 
adirect vote on hisown. And, in order that he 
might distinctly understand his own position, he 
would inquire of the chair whether it was in order 
for him to move to lay on the table the proposition 
of the gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. R. Gar- 
land), without connecting with it the proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves). 

The speaker said that, in the opinion of the chair, 
a motion to lay the proposition of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves), on the table, would 
carry with it the whole subject matter. 

Mr. Davis continued. He was admonished, not 
only by his own sense of what was right, but by 
the condition of the country, of the necessity of 
proceeding to the transaction of the public busi- 
ness—of carrying out the great purposes for which 
they had assembled. He would, therefore, he repeat- 
ed, forego the determination of justifying himself to 
the house for the course he had taken, and, in order 
to get at the business of the country in a legal and 
constitutional form, acting under laws already exist- 
ing in relation to the public printing, acting under 
a resolution of this house adopted many days ago, 
that they would go into the election of public prin- 
ter, he should move to lay these various propositions 
on the table, with the distinct understanding that he 
desired to introduce his own proposition, and that 
he made the motion, (if it was competent for him 
to do so), for the purpose of introducing that pro- 
position. 

The speaker. No such conditional motion can be 
entertained. 

Mr. Davis. I will then try another expedient. 
Where a motion to suspend the rule, to Jay on the 
table, or to reconsider for a specific object has been 
made, and the object distinctly avowed, the cour- 
tesy of this house has never denied toa member 
the right or opportunity to carry out his intention. 
I move to lay the poeeeg propositions on the table, 
for the purpose of introducing a resolution which I 
send to the chair, and which I desire may be read 
for information; for I am sure, looking to some re- 
marks which fell yesterday from the gentleman 
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from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves), that vat proposi- 
tion is not distinctly understood by the house. 

Mr. Rice Garland. I notify the gentleman from 
Indiana; since he talks of courtesy, and since he 
was one of those who attempted yesterday to de- 
_ prive me of my right to move an amendment, that 
F shall object—— 

Very loud calls to order.] _ 

he proposition of Mr. Davis, as heretofore re- 
ported, was then read. 

Mr. Black asked leave to have read, for informa- 
tion, a proposition which he would send to the 
chair, and which, he gave notice, he should offer 
to the heuse if the motion to lay on the table pre- 
vailed. st ; 

Mr. B’s propesition, (of which the reporter could 
not procure a copy), was then read. 

r. Davis, of indiana, again submitted his mo- 
tion to lay the pending propositions on the table; 
on which motion the yeas and nays, (having been 
«lemanded in several quarters), were ordered. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Rice Garland inquired whether, as _proposi- 
tions were being read for information, it was in 
order for him to move the reading of an order, is- 
sued in the «‘Globe”’ of last evening, in relation to 
this matter? 

Mr. Black hoped the gentleman might be per- 
mitted to have it read. 

Loud calls to order.] 

r. Lewis Williams insisted on his motion for 
a call of the house, and asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 
170, nays 14. 

So the call was ordered. 

And, the roll having been called over, 208 mem- 
bers answered to their names. ‘The nates of the ab- 
sentees were then called over, when there appeared 
present 218 meinbers. 

The doors were then closed, ¢xeuses were re- 
ceived, several motions for enforcing the call, &c. 
were made; when 

Mr. Black moved a suspension of all further pro- 
ceedings thereon. 

Mr. Lewis Williams asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 
120, nays 87. 

So al! further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with, and the doors were opened. 

The question then recurring on the motion to lay 
on the table, 

Mr, Rariden rose and inquired of the chair whe- 
ther the office of public printer was created by any 
law or joint resolution of the two houses, and whe- 
ther the compensation was fixed thereby? 

The speaker replied that, by permission of the 
house, the clerk could read the law. 

The clerk having proceeding to find the law. 

Mr. Rariden (referring to the interrogatory above) 
went on to inquire, and, if that be the case, whe- 
ther the house has power to change the coimpensa- 
tion after the election of a printer. 

[Loud calls to order. } 

The speake; said that that was not a matter for 
the chair to decide. 

Mr. Black inquired of the speaker whether, if 
the motion to lay on the table prevailed, it would 
be in order to offer any other proposion in relation 
to the subject? 

The speaker. The chair is looking into that ques- 
tion, and will decide it when it comes up ,in order. 

Mr. Stanly desired information of the chair.— 
Would it not require a vote of two-thirds to bring 
this subject again before the house, if the motion to 
lay on the table should now prevail? 

The speaker said that, if there was any other 
matter which had the priority, the subject could 
not again be taken up but by a vote of two-thirds. 

The clerk being then about toread the law above 
referred to— 

Mr. Beatty objected. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, wished his motion to be 
distinctly understood. It was to lay on the table 
the proposition of the gentleman from Louisiana, 
(Mr. R. Garland), and the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves). Mr. D 
would inquire whether the prior proposition offered 
by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Giddings ), 
would also go to the table with the others, if the 
motion prevailed? 

The speaker said that the motion, if it should pre- 
vail, would, of course, take with it the whole sub- 
ject matter. 

Mr. Black again making the point of order, above 
stated as coming from him— 

The speuker said he would decide it when it came 
regularly up. 

Mr. Wise protested against the mode of proceed- 
ing here adopted. Let the house decide upon mat- 
on before it, and not upon questions in anticipa- 

on. 





Mr. Davis then modified his motion so as to lay 
the whole subject on the table. 

The reading of the various pending propositions 
was then called for; and they were accordingly read 
in the order in which they are given above; Mr. 
Rice Garland having modified his proposition so as 
to insert the word “political” before the word 
‘‘newspaper.”’ 

And the question on the motion of Mr. Davis, to 
lay the whole subject on the table, was then taken, 
(by yeas and nays, as heretofore ordered), and was 
decided in the affirmative: Yeas 116, nays 108. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


Mr. Davis, of Indiana, then rose and said that, in 
order to carry into practice the views he had ex- 
ressed in relation to the transaction of the public 
usiness, he was about to make another motion. 
He desired that the resolution which he had sent to 
the clerk’s table this morning might now be read. 


Mr. Rice Gurland objected to the introduction of 
this resolution as being out of order, except by a 
suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Black appealed to Mr. Davis to yield the 
floor to allow him to offer a substitute. 

Mr. R. Garland insisted on his point of order. 

The speaker requested Mr. Garland to reduce it 
to writing. 

Pending which— 

Mr. Dawson called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, insisted that he had the 
floor—that he had not yet yielded it. 

The speaker said the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Davis), had the floor; the gentleman froin 
Louisiana, (Mr. Garland), being in the act of re- 
ducing his point of order to writing. 

During which operation, a number of members 
rose, and addressed the chair, but they were in- 
variably called to order. 


Mr. R. Garland having reduced his point of order 
to writing, which was, in substance, that resolu- 
tions were not now in order on any subject, and 
could only be introduced by universal consent, or 
by a suspension of the rules— 

Mr. G. read parts of the 20th, 21st, 22d and 23d 
rules, specifying and defining the order of business, 
and also the 24th rule, which is as follows: 

“The business specified in the two preceding 
rules shall be done at no other part of the day, 
except by permission of the house.” 

The speaker said, the chair is of 3 prim that the 
resolution of the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Davis ), ia not now in order, The chair is of opinion 
that the subject in order and now pending before 
the house is the unexecuted order for the election 
of printer. 

Mr. Wise inquired of the chair whether that order 
had not expired? 

The speuker said he was of opinion that it had 
been only passed over, but that it had not expired. 

A motion being here made by Mr. Beatty for the 
orders of the day— 

Mr. Davis said he had the floor, and that he would 
make a motion in accordance with the decision of 
the chair. He moved that the house do now pro- 
ceed to the election of printer, and on that motion 
he demanded the previous question. 


The house continued to sit till a late hour, and 
went into an election for a public printer, the re- 
sult of which was reported by Mr. Vanderpoel as 
follows: 


Total number of votes given, 207 
Necessary to a choice, 104 

Of which— 
Blair & Rives received 110 votes. 
Gales & Seaton, 92 
T. W. White, (of Richmond, Va.) 2 
Jacob Gideon, 1 


S. Stambaugh, (of Philadelphia), 1 
Duff Green, 1 
Su Blair & Rives were declared to have been 
duly elected printers to the house for the 26th con- 
gress. And the house adjourned. 


Friday, Jan. 81. The first thing in order was the 
execution of the resolution of Mr. Black, to elect a 


.| committee of five, viva voce, to inquire into the pro- 


priety of reducing the present tariff of prices for 
executing the public printing, or of having the 
same done in a national office, to be established 
for that purpose. i 

The speaker suggested that if the house would 
proceed to the election of a committee, and vote 
for one member at a time, it would soon ascertain 
the practicability of the plan. He thought it would 
take but ashort time, should that mode be adopted. 

Mr. Graves inquired, why not vote for all at the 
same time. He thought the resolution required it. 
Mr. G. then moved that there be a call of the house. 

The chair said the resolution required that the 
whole five should be voted for at the same time; 
and as objection had beeu made to the mode sug- 


\ 
( order. 


gested, the house would proceed in accordance 
with the resolution. 

Mr. Hoffman demanded the yeas and nays on the 
call; which were ordered, and were—yeas 140, 
nays 44. 

So a call of the house was ordered, and was pro- 
ceeded in until 208 members answered to their 
names; when 

Mr. Adams said it was customary, when com- 
mittees had leave to sit during the sittings of the 
house, to permit the members thereof to vote at 
any time; and on acall of the house were always 
excused if absent. Mr. A. then moved that the 
members of committees who were absent, be notifi- 
ed that there was a call of the house; which motion 
was agreed to. 

The names of the absentees having been called 
over, 

Mr. Dromgoole moved that all further proceed- 
ings in the call be suspended; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. Turney moved that the house now proceed 
vay the committee, by voting for one meinber at 
a time. 

Mr. R. Garland demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
54, nays 182. 

The speaker then said that each gentleman, when 
his name was called, would vote for the five mem- 
bers to compose the committee. He then appointed 
Messrs. Briggs, Burke, Floyd and James Garland, 
as tellers. 

Mr. Hopkins asked to be excused from voting, 
and gave his reasons therefor; but the house refused 
| said request. 
| The house then proceeded to the vote, viva voce, 
|and the roll was gone through with; but before the 
result was annouced, 

Mr. Pope moved that when the house adjourn, it 
would adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. Banks said it was clearly out of order to sub- 
mit such a motion in the then condition of the 
house, it rng, Pare upon a vote. 

The chuir, (Mr. Lincoln), decided that it was in 

















Mr. Petrikin. Was there ever such a thing heard 
of? Was ever the like known—that the chair had 
entertained such a motion when the honse was 
divided upon a vote? I appeal from that decision. 

The chair said it had been done at the last ses- 
sion, under similar circumstances, when the house 
was in the act of electing a committee. 

Mr. Griffin called for the previous question on 
the appeal; which was seconded, and the main 
question was ordered—which main question was, 
‘Shall the decision of the chair stand as the judg- 
'ment of the house?” 
| Mr. Petrilcin demanded the yeas and nays but 
| they were not ordered. 
| The question was then taken, and the decision of 
the chair was sustained. 

The question then recurred on the motion to ad- 
journ till Monday next; and the yeas and nays hav- 
ing been ordered upon the same. 

Mr. Pope withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Davee renewed the motion; but the yeas and 
nays having been ordered upon it, he also with- 
drew it. 

Mr. Evans again renewed the motion. 

Mr. Lewis demanded the yeas and nay; which 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken onsaid motion, b 
count, aud carried in the affirmative—ayes 89, nays 
44. 

The house having determined that when it ad- 
journs, it would adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. S. Williams moved that it now adjourn. 

Mr. Petrikin demanded the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 

‘Lhe question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirinative; and the house adjourned till Monday 
next. 

Monday, Feb.3. Mr. Briggs, from the commit- 
tee appointed to count the votes for five mem bers 
to constilute the select committee on the prices of 
the public printing, reported as the result of the 
votes given on Friday last, that Messrs. Black, of 
Georgia, Prentiss, of New York, and Davis, of In- 
diana, had been elected, [two vacancies remaining 
to be filled]. 

Mr. Graves inquired of the chair whether it would 
be in order to move a reconsideration of the the vote 
just reported? 

The chair was understood to say that when tlre 
election was completed, such a motion would be in 
order. 

The chair announced that the house would now 
proceed to vote for two more meinbers of the select 
committee. 


The same gentlemen as before were appointed to 
‘count the votes. 
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Mr. Graves moved that there be a eall of the 
house. 

The question being taken, the ayes were 16, the 
noes 87. No quorum having yoted— 

Mr. Graves renewed the motion. 

‘The ayes were now 48, the noes 66. There still 
being no quorum— 

Mr. Petrikin demanded acount of the members 
present. . 

Mr. R. Garland moved a call of the house, and 
demanded the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, 
resulted as follows, viz: Yeas 87, nays 77. 

So the call was ordered. 3 

The clerk proceeded to call the roll, when 186 
members were found to have responded to their 
names. Absentees were called; 194 members 
responded; the doors were closed, and excuses 
were offered and accepted, when the call was sus- 
pended. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson asked permission to move 
a resolution to grant a portion of the surplus wood 
provided for the warming of the house to the may- 
or of Washington for the use of the poor: but the 
house refused to grant leave. 

The house then proceeded to vote. 

And the election having been completed, Mr. 
Briggs, from the committee of tellers, announced 
the result to be that the following gentlemen had 
received a plurality of votes viz: Mr. &. Garland, 
of Louisiana,and Mr. Evans, of Maine. 

And so they were declared to have been duly 
elected. 

This completes the committee of five. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house then pro- 
ceeded to the election of chaplain. 

The following gentlemen were nominated: 

By Mr. Barnard,of N. Y. Rev. J. N. Danforth. 

By Mr. Petrikin, of Penn. Rev Mr. Wilmer. 

By Mr. E. Davis, of Penn. Rev. Mr. Babbitt. 

By W. C. Johnson, of Md. Rev. Mr. Balch. 

By Mr. Saltonstall, of Mass. Rev. Mr. Bates. 

By Mr. Smith, of Maine, Rev. F. W. Boyd. 

By Mr. Crockett, of Tenn. Rev. Levi R. Reese. 

By Mr. Taliaferro,of Va. Rev. T. Braxton. 

By Mr. Parris, of Maine, Rev. Mr. Donnelly. 

The following is the result of the first vote. 
Whole number of vote§ given 184; necessary to a 
choice 93. 


Rev. Mr. Danforth received 29 
Rev. Mr. Wilmer 19 
Rev. Mr. Balch 31 
Rev. Mr. Babbitt 19 
Rev. Mr. Bates 29 
Rev. Mr. Boyd 20 


Rev. Mr. Reese 9 

Rev. Mr. Braxton 24 

Rev. Mr. Donnelly 4 

The names of rev. Mr. Donnelly and rev. Mr. 
Reese were then withdrawn. 

And, without proceeding further in the election, 
the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 5. On leave given— 

Mr. Black, from the select committee of five, 
appointed on the subject of public printing, intro- 
duced the following resolutions, the adoption of 
which, he said, was necessary to the purposes of 
the investigation: cla 

Resolved, That the select committee on printing ap- 
pointed by resolution of this house on the 30th ult. be 
authorised and permitted to employ aclerk to facilitate 
and record the proceedings of said committee. 

Resolved, That said committee be authorised to sum- 
mon and examine witnesses on oath, before them, re- 
lative to the subject submitted to their consideration. 

Mr, Adams suggested that the resolutions might 
be simplified by striking out the second resolution as 
surperfluous. Every standing and every select com- 
mittee possessed, by law, the power of summoning 
and examining witnesses. He asked Mr. B. to mo- 
dify it accordingly. 

Mr. Black said he had reported the resolutions 
under the instructions of the committee, where they 
had undergone some discussion. He could not, 
therefore, make the modification suggested. If the 
Jaw was as the gentleman stated, the retention of the 
second resolution could do no harm. 


Me. Adams then said he should move to strike |. 


out the second resolution, as it was unnecessary. 

Mr. Black said the resolutions would then be in- 
effectual for the purposes for which they were in- 
tended. 

Mr. Adams said he would then modify his motion 
so as to strike out the second resolution, and append 
to the end of the first the words ‘‘and that the said 
committee shall have liberty to send for persons and 
papers.” 

Mr. Black said he was not at liberty to alter or 
modify the resolutions, as he bad reported them 
under the instructions of the committee. A pro- 
position was made in committee, that the words, 
“with the power to send for persons and papers 
should be inserted, but it was objected to. 











) 


Mr. Adams said he did not ask the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. B.) or the committee to alter or 
modify the resolution. The house was at liberty 
to do so, aud that was what he asked. 


Mr. Lewis Williams asked the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; which were refused. 
Tellers were also asked for, and refused. 


Mr. Black asked for the reading of the law refer- 
ed to by Mr. 4ddams; which having been read, as 
follows: 

‘Be uw enacted, &c. That the president of the senate, 
the speaker of the house of representatives, a chairman 
of a committee of the whole, or a chairman of a select 
committee of either house, shall be empowered to ad- 
minister oaths or affirmations to witnesses, in any case 
under their examination ”—Approved May 3, 1798. 

“Be it enacted, §c. That the chairman of any stand- 
ing committee, either of the house of representatives 
or of the senate of the United States, shall be empow- 
ered to administer oaths or affirmations to witnesses in 
any case under their examination; and any person 
who shall be guilty of perjury before such committee 
shall be liable to the pains, penalties and disabilities 
prescribed for the punishment of the crime of wilful 
and corrupt perjury.’—Approved February 8, 1817. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Adams, 
as modified by him, was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative without a division. 

So the amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

And, the question being taken, the resolution, as 
amended was adopted. 

The house then resumed the unfinished business 
of yesterday, being the election of chaplain. 

The result of the several votes were as foi-) 
lows: 

Ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. 
Whole number of votes given 182 176 181 175 


Necessary to a choice, 92 89 92 88 
Rev. Mr. Danforth received 31 22 withdrawn. 
Rev. Mr. Wilmer 13 5 withdrawn. 
Rev. Mr. Balch 34 35 19 do. 
Rev. Mr. Babbitt 6 1 00 00 
Rev. Mr. Bates 36 55 85 92 
Rev. Mr. Boyd 28 16 withdrawn. 
Rev. Mr. Braxton 34,.43  .7 83 


So Dr. Bates was declared to have been duly 
elected. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States on the subject of duties paid on linen, 
woollen and cotton goods, the present mode of es- 
timating which the message declares to he injurious 
to the revenue. 

The message was referred to a committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. Banks, of Virginia, asked leave to introduce 
the following: 

Resolved, That the 20th rule of this house be revived 
and continued in full operation until the 15th inst. in- 
clusive. 

The resolution was received by general consent 
and adopted without a division. 


Mr. Waddy Thompson, from the military commit- 
tee, introduced, on leave, a bill providing for the 
raising of 1,600 men to serve against the Florida 
Indians: which was read twice andreferred to a 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, asked leave to intro- 
duce a resolution directing the clerk to pay the 
amount of extra postage on packets, &c. directed to 
members of the house on public business. 

Mr. Dromgoole objecting— 

Mr. Johnson stated his reasons for requesting the 
leave; but the house refused leave. : 

Mr. Petrikin, on leave, introduced a bill to repeal 
an act to release from duty iron prepared for and ac- 
tually laid on railways or inclined planes, approved 


14th July, 1832, and to graduate the duty to be paid | 


on such iron hereafter imported from foreign coun- 
tries: it was twice read and referred to the commit- 
tee on manufactures. 

Mr. Pope, on leave, reported a bill from the com- 
mittee on the territories to establish the northern 
boundary line of Missouri: which was twice read 
and referred to a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

On motion of Mr. Curtis, the bills from the senate 
on the speaker’s table were taken up for the pur- 
pose of reference to their appropriate committees. 

And the first of them, viz: An act making an 
appropriation to complete the removal of the raft 
of the Red river and for other purposes, having been 
taken up— 


Mr. Biddle moved to refer it with the following 
instructions: 

1. Whether the advance of money by the Bank of 
Arkansas, which it is one of the objects of this bill to 
reimburse, was not made with full knowledge that the 
agent of the United States who effected the loan was 
acting in defiance of positive instructions from his su- 
perior, as well as in the face of a known refusal by, 
congress to appropriate money to the work. 


‘ 


2. Whether the estimate on which the bill is founded 
was not made by said agent prior to the closing up of 
the raft in August last, and whether any satisfactory 
data exist for computing the probable cost of removing 
the present impediments to navigation. 

3. Whether the sums appropriated by this bill are 
called for in the estimates accompanying the president’s 
message. 

4, Whether the bill is not of sucha character that 
it ought to have originated in this house. 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, supposing that these 
instructions might produce debate, asked Mr. B. to 
defer his motion till the other senate bills should 
have been disposed of. 

But Mr. Biddle, after some hesitation, concluded 
not to do so, and took the floor to address the:house 
in support of his motion: but the usual hour of ad- 
journment having arrived, he yielded the floor fora 
motion of adjournment, and thereupon. 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 5. Petitions and memorials be- 
ing the business before the house, and the state of 
New York having been called through— 

Mr. Petrikin, of Pennsylvania, rose to present a 
petition. 

When Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey, rose and 
begged to remind the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that the state of New Jersey was here yet. 

wee and general laughter. } 

r. Randolph then begged leave to inquire of the 
chair whether the speaker had received certain joint 
resolutions from the legislature of the state of New 
Jersey; and, if so, whether it was his intention to 
present them to the house? And, if not, whether 
the speaker desired to state his reasons for declining 
to do so? 

The speaker said that he had received certain re- 
solutions of the council and general assembly of the 
state of New Jersey, dirceted to him as Robert M. 
T. Hun’er, a representative from the state of Vir- 
ginia. These he had declined to present, for rea- 
sons stated in a letter to governor Pennington. 

Mr. Pickens said that, if it was in order, he 
should like to hear the speaker’s answer read. 

Mr. Lewis Williams suggested that the letter of 
eon Pennington to the speaker, and the answer 

hereto, should both be read. 

Mr. Wise was understood to say, he presumed it 
was not an official letter, or he presumed the speaker 
would not have written it without the advisement 
of the house. Mr. W. believed it was a personal 
letter, in answer to a communication addressed to 
the speaker in his private capacity. Still, as it was 
an intercommunication between a sovereign state 
and the highest organ of this house, he desired, and 
hoped all would unite with him in the desire, that 
the letter and answer should both be read. 

Mr. Petrikin objected. 

The speaker. It was a letter addressed to the 
speaker in his individual capacity, and, therefore, 
cannot be read. 

Mr. Randolph said he felt bound to avail himself 
of the first opportunity to present the joint resolu- 
tions referred to, and that he now moved that they 
be spread upon the journal and beprinted. (Tran- 
scripts of the resolutions addressed to the speaker, 
but not presented by him. ) 

Mr. Leadbetter submitted to the chair that this 
being petition day, resolutions were not in order. 

Mr. Cushing submitted that resolutions from 
sovereign states had always been presented on the 
same day with petitions. 

Mr. Randolph. I move, Mr. Speaker, that the 
joint resolutions be spread upon the journals, and 
be printed. 


Mr. Craig called for a division of the question. 

The speaker, (to Mr. Randolph). Does the gen- 
tleman ask for the reading of the resolutions? 

Mr. Randolph (after a moment’s hesitation) re- 
plied affirmatively. 

Mr. Hand inquired of the chair whether resolu- 
tions were in order when petitions were in the 
course of presentation? 

The speaker said the uniform practice of the 
house had been to receive resolutions of states on 
petition day. 

A long and desultory debate occurred principally 
upon points of order, and the question of whether 
ihe correspondence should be read or not, and whe- 
ther the rules of the house should be suspended for 
this purpose. Much confusion existed, and before 
the question was decided, the house adjourned. 

Among the petitions and memorials presented 
during this day, we notice the following: 

By Mr. Hastings, of Massachusetts: The peti- 
tion of David Davenport and twenty-two other citi- 
tizens of Mendon, Mass. for a reduction of letter 

ostage, so as not to exceed ten cents on a single 
etter; referred to the committee on the post office 
and post roads. 

By Mr. Reed: The petition of many citizens of 
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presenting this petition Mr. R. remarked: The pe- 
titioners state that they have for a year past been 
required te give bonds for duties on oil imported in 
their own vessels, and taken by their own men, to 

ay foreign tonnage duty and light money. No 
Faad is alleged or suspected. ‘The owners and 
masters of the whale ships use the same vessel’s 

apers as have been used for nearly filty years. 
The fines or penalties have been relinquished by 
the government, on petition to the secretary of the 
treasury. The petitioners also allege that the U. 
States are subjected to very considerable expense 
in payment of fees to custom house officers. These 
evils and vexations, it is understood, arise from 
their using defective vessel’s papers, which papers 
have been furnished by the custom house officers, 
used in the whale voyages for nearly fifty years, and 
have been considered altogether sufficient, until a 
Jate decision of the circuit court of the United 
States, which has rendered it necessary, in the 
opinion of the secretary of the treasury, to make 
the requisitions named in the memorial. They 
ask for, relief, and pray for the enactment of such 
Jaws as shall effectually free them from the evils 
complained of. I beg leave to call the attention of 
the committee on commerce to the subject, and 
hope it may be attended to without delay. Vessels 
are constantly arriving, and are subjected to the 
evils complained of; referred to the committee on 
commerce. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Weed and 76 others, 
citizens of Ipswich, Massachusetts, praying that 
the exportation of ardent spirit to the Sandwich 
Islands may be prevented, and for the prohibition 
of ardent spirit into the United States; referred to 
the committee on commerce. 

By Mr. Parmenter: A memorial from Lemuel 
W. Wheelock and others, contesting the right of 
Osmyn Baker to a seat in the house of representa- 
tives from the sixth congressional district of Mas- 
sachusetts, set!ing forth that he was not chosen by 
a majority of the votes of said district, as required 
by the laws of Massachusetts and the constitution 
of the United States. Referred to the committee 
on elections; to which committee, on motion of 
Mr. Lincoln, the certificate of election given to 
Mr. Baker by the governor of Massachusetts was 
also referred. 

By Mr. Hall: Resolutions of the general assem- 
bly of the state of Vermont, in favor of a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands among the 
several states; laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Thursday, Feb. 6. The journal of yesterday hav- 
ing been read— 

The speaker rose and said that the chair begged 
leave to make a short explanation in relation toa 
subject which had been under discussion yesterday. 
{t had been suggested to him, by several gentlemen, 
that it was probably due to himself, to the house, 
and to the relations which he bore to it, to state the 
reasons upon which he had refused to present the 
joint resolutions which had been forwarded to him 
from the legislature of the state of New Jersey, If 
it was the pleasure of the house, he desired this 
morning to lay before it the correspondence be- 
tween the governor of New Jersey and himself 
upon the subject. It might tend to put an end to 
an unnecessary debate, and do away with the ne- 
cessity of suspending the rule, as moved yesterday 
by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise). 

[Cries of “Agreed! agreed!” on all sides. ] 

The following correspondence was then read: 

First, a letter from governor Pennington, (of the 
state of New Jersey), transmitting copies of a pre- 
amble and resolutions of the legislature of that 
state, and requesting that the same be laid before 
the 26th congress; which letter was addressed to 
the honorable R. M. T. Hunter, a representative 
from the state of Virginia. 

Secondly, the reply of the speaker, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the above communication, but de- 
clining to present it to the house, as it seemed to 
deny his title to the office of speaker, and the right 
of those who had chosen him for that office. This 
reply raises no question as to the propriety of the 
resolutions themselves, or of the right to adopt thein. 
Copies of the resolutions retained until the speaker 
shonld be advised of any other disposition desired 
to be nade thereof. 

[The reporter could not procure a copy of the 
above correspondence in time for this day’s publica- 
tion, but it will appear hereafter. ] 

The correspondence having been read— 

The speaker suggested to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Wise) that it would probably now be 
better to withdraw the motion for a suspension of 
the rule, as the’ object far which it had been sub- 
mitted had been attained. 

Mr. Wise said, certain}y—that was his only ob- 





ject. He had submitted the motion only as an act! 


of courtesy to the speaker to enable him to assign 
the reasons why he did not, as the speaker, lay the 
joint resolutions before the house. The communi- 
cation of the speaker would now appear on the 
journal, and Mr. W. was satisfied. He would, 
therefore, withdraw his motion. 

So the motion to suspend the rule was withdrawn. 

Mr. Randolph being about to make some remarks 
on a point of order raised yesterday, that the joint 
resolutions presented by him giving rise to debate 
must, by the rule, lie over one day; and Mr. R. ex. 
pressing the conviction that that rule, applicable to 
a certain class of papers, did not apply to resolutions 
from sovereign states— 

The speaker replied that, in any view of the case, 
and under the practice of the house, the paper re- 
ferred to would come up this morning on a motion to 

rint. 
, Mr. Randolph. Then I understand that the reso- 
lutions are now before the house on the motion to 
rint. | 
: The speaker replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Leadbetter here rose and submitted a motion 
to amend the journal of yesterday by striking out 
that portion which related to the said joint resolu- 
tions, (including the resolutions themselves), and 
inserting in lieu thereof a statement, as drawn up 
by himself, as to the facts connected with the pre- 
sentation, and which statement was based on the 
ground that the resolutions never had been received. 

Mr. L. supported this motion in a few remarks; 
after which, 

Mr. Reed said the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Leadbetter) proposes an anendment to the journal, 
and, among other things, to introduce an expression 
as follows, viz: **After a desultory debate,” &c. I 
object to the introduction of any such expression in 
the journal. Some of our desultory debates are suf- 
ficientiy humiliating. 

It reminds me of an anecdote in the early settle- 
ment of old Plymouth colony. An individual was 
found guilty of sume small crime, and punished, ac- 
cording to the severity of the times, by whipping. 
After putting on his coat, he was about making off, 
but was called back by the magistrate and informed 
that he had one shilling to pay for recording. He 
replied that he did not care whether it was recorded 
or not. In my opinion, the proposed amendment is 
entirely unnecessary, and only adds to the journal 
matter not at all to the honor of the house. 

I move, Mr. Speaker, that the proposed amend- 
ment be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Tillinghast said the question not admitting of 
debate, he did not rise to debate, but to ask a ques- 
tion of the chair, or of the clerk, through the chair, 
whether it had not been the invariable practice since 
the formation of the government, without exception, 
to enter at large upon the journal the resolutions 
passed by the legislatures of the states, and at their 
request forwarded to and presented in the house? 

The speaker replied that the clerk informed the 
chair that the journal in the present instance, as now 
made up, was in conformity to the uniform usage. 

Mr. Jones, of New York, called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay on the table; which were 
ordered. 

And, after some conversation, the question was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 87, 
nays 86. . 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the motion to print 
the said joint resolutions— 

Mr. Turney demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Parmenter desired to be informed how the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Garland) intended 
to vote? 

Mr. Garland (in much good humor) replied that 
he thought he should go in favor of the’ motion to 
print, as he wished to patronize the “Globe.” 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative: Yeas 94, nays 92. 

So the motion to print was agreed fo. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for, 
(commencing where the call was arrested yester- 
day,) and were presented by Mr. Randolph, of New 
Jersey. 

The speaker then laid before the house the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the minority of the mem- 
bers of the legislature of New Jersey, held in the 
city of Trenton, in relation to the proceedings of 
congress on the contested election in that state. 

Mr. Randolph moved that the same be laid on the 
table and printed. 

Mr. Beatty called for the reading thereof; and the 
clerk having accordingly read the said proceedings 
in part— 

Mr. Dana moved that the further reading be dis- 
pensed with, 

After some conversation, the house determined 
to dispense with the further reading. 





Mr. Crary then moved to amend the motion of 
Mr. Randolph, soas that the said report of the mi- 
nority should be spread on the journals of the house. 

Mr. Briggs suggested whether these resolutions 
would not go on the journals (without motion) as 
the others had done. ; 

Mr. Crary said he understood that they might or 
might not be put ape the journal, and he wished 
to have the action of the house upon them. If he 
understood the decision of the chair this mofning, 
it was that it had been customary to spread upon 
the journals the memorials of state legislatures. 
This had been generally, but not universally, the 
case. He wished, therefore, that the report of the 
minority of the legislature (in reference to which 
there was as binding an obligation on this house as 
in reference to the report of the majority) should 
be spread upon the jonrnal. 

Mr. R. Garland inquired whether it was in or- 
der to amend the original motion in this way? 

Mr. Petrikin suggested to Mr. Crary to withdraw 
his motion, and to call for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to lay the report on the table and print it. 

Mr. Turney inquired of the chair whether, if the 
yeas and nays were ordered, the report would go 
on the journal? 

The speaker answered affirmatively. 

Mr. Turney then demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and 

Mr. Crary withdrew his motion. 3 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative: yeas 155, nays 1, (Mr. Turney). 

So the report was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Henry, 

Resolved, V'hat the committee on the public lands be, 
and they are hereby instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making provision for issuing land scrip to 
satisfy military bounty land warrants, or make such 
other immediate provision for all cases of outstanding 
military or revolutionary land warrants, for the satis- 
faction of which there remain no lands appropriated, as 
said committee may deem expedient. 

On motion of Mr. Jenifer, 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to 
examine into the tobacco trade of the United States 
and foreign countries, and report to this house what 
measures have been adopted by our government under 
the resolution of the 28th February, 1837, in relation to 
the high duties and restrictions imposed in foreign 
countries upon tobacco imported from the United 
States, with such other information as said committee 
may deem proper to commuaicate relating to said 
trade. 

Mr. Bell gave notice that he would introduce a 
bill to secure the freedom of elections, and to pro- 
vide more effectually for the faithful administration 
of executive patronage. 

Also, a bill to repeal the first and second sections 
of the act entitled ‘tan act to limit the term of cer- 
tain officers therein named, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved May 13, 1820. 


Mr. Davis, of Indiana, presented a memorial of a 
convention of delegates from the states of Ohio, In- 
diana and Illinois, held at Terre-Haute, in the state 
of {ndiana, for the purpose of recommending such 
measures as may be best calculated to insure the 
final completion of the Cumberland road with the 
least possible delay, which be moved to refer to ihe 
committee of ways and means. 


Mr. Casey moved that the said committee be in- 
structed to report a bill appropriating one hundred 
and fifty thousand doilars for each of the states of 
Ohio, Indiana andglilinois, to be expended on the 
national road in said states in the year 1840, under 
the direction of the war department—said appro- 
priation to be subject to all the instructions and 
conditions of former appropriations on said road. 


Mr. Crabb objected; and, after some conversation, 
it was ordered that the instructions be printed and 
laid on the table. 


Mr. Doty presented the statutes of the territory 
of Wisconsin, passed by the legislative assemb! 
thereof, at a session commencing in Nov. 1888, and 
at an adjourned session commencing in January, 
1839, and the local acts of the territory of Wiscon- 
sin, passed at the same sessions, and, on motion, 
the said statutes and acts were referred to the com- 
mittee on the territories with instructions that the 
said committee do inquire and report whether said 
laws, or any of them, ought to be disapproved by 
the eongress ofthe United States; and whether the 
laws, passed by the governor and legislative assem - 
bly are in force in the saidterritory until they shall 
have been submitted to congress. 

A motion was made to adjourn, at half past 5 
o’clock; the yeas and nays were demanded; when, 
the roll being called, there were—yeas 21, nays 27. 

So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved a call of the house; when, 

On motion of Mr. Hoffman, the house adjourned. 
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The Amistad. A Hartford paper says, the fact stat- 
pe been made, from 
the late decision of judge Judson, in behalf of the 
Africans, by their friends, w@ are requested to say is 
incorrect. We had our information from a respecta- 
ble source, and supposed it to be true. It was, no 
doubt, premature. 


Army. The Little Rock Gazette, of the 25th ult. 
states that three companies of the 3d_regiment U. 5S. 
infantry passed up the river en route for Fort Gibson. 
‘They were commanded by capt. Lewis, and amount- 
ed to 173 meain all. Capt. Walker and 2d lieuts. 
J. Currier and W. H. Garden were in command of the 
companies. 

The dense swamp, and olose thickets, through which 
some portion of the Picolata road passes, is being 
cleared a distance of 120 yards on either side, by order 
of maj. Churchill. This is a very excellent disposi- 
tion, as it will completely destroy the covert places— 
which gave the enemy such advantage over the tra- 
vellers between this place and Picolata. 

[St. Augustine News, 17th ult. 


Banks, §c. 'The correspondent of the N. American 
under date of N. York, Jan. 30 says, the great event of 
to-day is the sale of U. 8. bank bills by auction. ‘They 
had been marked, sued, secured and more besides per- 
haps. ‘The chief parcel of $30,000 sold at 97, which was 
quite above public expectation,and gave rise to the 
guess that the bank itself was the buyer, and to the 
further guess, that it is done with the intention of re- 
sumption. But this of course is guess work. Another 
parcel of smailer amount sold first, and at a rate cor- 
responding to the rate of exchange with Philadelphia, 
93 1-2a 94. I believe both parcels were in precisely 
the same legal position. 

Coiton is selling as for some days past, say 400 or 
590 bales a day, at steady prices. Nothing doing in 
tlour. 

Bilis on England 7 1-2 a 8 1-2 prem. 

Domestic exchanges stand precisely as quoted yes- 
terday. 


Beet root sugar. It is estimated, according to a 
paragraph in the Philadelphia Inquirer, that the amount 
of beet rvot sugar, mauufactured in France during 
last year, was 100,000,000 ibs. In Prussia and Ger- 
many 30,000,000 lbs. The Troy Whig states that in 
the western partof Michigan, 240,000 Ibs. were manu- 
factured the last season, and there is every probability 
of its forming a valuable portion of the products of 
that section of the country. Indeed, there can be no 
doubt that sufficient sugar might be manufactured 
from beet raised on the fertile soil of the west, to sup- 
ply all the demands of the inhabitants of that region; 
and this, too, without interfering with other products. 

We may add, that Mr. Child, of Northampton, 
Mass. recently received a prize of $100 from the Agri- 
cultural society of his state, for having made a suc- 
cessful experiment in the manufacture of beet root 
sugar. Mr. Child is a lawyer by profession, and we 
trust that our northern farmers will not long allow him 
to remain “solitary and alone” in the glories of sugar 
making. 


Copy right. Sir Walter Scott’s Life of Napoleon, 
sold with the printed books, for £1,800 sterling. ‘The 
net receipts of the copy right, on two first editions, 
only exceed £10,000, Moore’s Life of lord Byron 
£4,000, 

‘The Life of Sir W. Scott, by Lockhart, £12,500; the 
two first years of the copy ngit. 

Byron’s works, according to the statement of Mur- 
ray, £20,000. 

Moore’s Lalla Rookh, £3,000, 

Bulwer’s novels average from £1,200 to £1,500 each; 
for Rienzi he obtained £1,600. Marryatt’s, from £1,000 
to £1,200. : 

Mrs. Trollope’s “Factory Boy,” first published in 
monthly numbers, re-published in a volume, £1,700. 

Sir Walter Scott's Waverly, according to Lockhart; 
22,500 copies were sold, previousetu the sale of the cur- 
rent edition at 7s. per volume, which would realize 
above £7,000; and this was but one out of twenty-two, 
bythe same author. The great collective edition, with 
notes by Lockhart, reached an average of 25,000 per 
volume. ‘I‘he net profit upon that edition, supposing 
the publishers profits 2s. per volume, would amount to 
£120,000 over and above that on former publications, 
on each novel. ‘The copy right of the first, expired at 
the end of four years. ft is supposed sir Walter Scott 
gained by his writing, now comprised in eighty vo- 
lumes, over a quarter of a million sterling. 

Mr. Lockhart, editor of the Quarterly Review—pro- 
fessur Wilson, of Blackwood’s Magazine—professor 
Napier, of the Edinburgh Review, and Theodore Hook, 
of the New Monthly, do not receive less than £1,000 

r annum each, on average. 

Dr. Macauley, Dr. Southy, Mr. Barrow, and other 
eminent men, received one hundred guineas jor a sin- 
gle article, in the Quarterly and Edinburgh Reviews. 

“Nicholas Nickelby,” by Boz, a very young writer, 
sold for £3,000. [N. ¥. Express. 


Court of equity—Survivorship. A case of the highest 
interest is now pending before chancellor J. Jounson, 
in the court of equity, for this district, now sitting in 
this city. Itis known among the prolession, as the 
case of Pell and Ball, a suit instituted between the 
representatives and the late H. 8, Baw and lady, of 
this city, two of the unfortunate victims in the explo- 
sion and wreck of the steam packet Pulask, in order 


to settle the question of survivorship between the hus- 
band and wife, who shared an ocean grave on that 
appalling occasion. All the harrowing incidents of the 
dreadful catastrophe have been of course disclosed by 
the evidence, so far as they could be collected from the 
surviving witnesses ahd sufferers; and a beautiful mo- 
del of the boat is placed befure the chancellor, to illus- 
trate the evidence and the argument. The ablest coun- 
sel are engaged in the cause, and a theme so studded 
with the materials of eloquence, will doubtless call for 
the highest efforts of forensic power. The honorable 
Huan 8. Lecars, commenced the argument yesterday 

in behalf of the survivorship of the wife, and enchained 
the attention of his audience, until the adjournment of 
the court, with a speech of thrilling effect, and rarely 
equalled power, magnificence and beauty. We under- 
stand that he will resume and conclude his argument 
to-day. [Charleston Courier. 


Election, 'The election for congress and state sena- 
tor in the London district, Virginia, resulted as follows: 


CONGRESS. SENATE. 
Counties. McCarty. Powell. MclIthany. Rust. 
Loudon, 617 388 648 372 
Fairfax, 330 18 182 157 
Fauquier, 86 316 
1,033 721 830 529 


Mr. Horner received 69 votes in Fauquier. 
The poll in Fairfax county was kept open three days. 


Gen. Jackson—The eighth of January. The recep- 
tion of general Jackson on the 8th, was such as must 
have been extremely gratifying to the aged and war- 
worn veteran. He was escorted to the city down the 
river by a convoy of four steamboats, laden with pas- 
sengers and soldiers, with cannon firing and colors 
streaming. At the levee, a crowd of several thousand 
spectators hailed the gallant old chief on landing. The 
waving of hats, and a chorus of enthusiastic cheers, 
announced his touching the shore, which twenty-five 
years ago his valor had defended. A procession was 
then formed, consisting of a military escort, and the 
citizens, and the general was conducted in an open 
carriage along the levee and Canal street, amid a sca 
of human heads, to the state house. From thence the 
procession moved through Canal and Charters streets 
to the Place d’Armies and the Cathedral. The ciiy 
battalions turned out in large numbers, and made cer- 
tainly a magnificent display. 
and circumstance of war was forgotten and overlook- 
ed, in the eager desire to gaze on the “old general.” 


r'Truly, he was a spectacle worthy the veneration of the 


people, who owe so much to his military achieve- 
ments. His head was white, as if the snow of a 
hundred winters had fallen upon it; and the palid and 
wan aspect of his features indicated the near approach 
of the aged hero to “that bourae whence no traveller 
returns.’ 

In passing along the throng, we noticed the general 
frequently returning the salute of spectators, and the 
wave of white handkerchiefs by “ladies fair,” never fail- 
ed to meet with a response from the gallant veteran. 
From the Place d’Armes the procession moved into the 
Cathedral, where an eloquent and appropriate address 
was delivered by judge Watts. We understand the re- 
marks of the orator were listened to with great satisfac- 
tion by the general, who signified how much he felt the 
honors done him in a brief reply. It was the intention 
to march the old hero to the scene of his exploits—the 
battle ground—the plain of Chalmettes—but the fatigue 
of the day was too much even for the iron frame of 
Old Hickory, enfeebled as it had been by sickness, and 
broken by the hardships of war. For this reason the 
spectacle closed at the Cathedral and from thence gen. 
Jackson was conducted to the splendid apartments 
prepared for him atthe French Exchange. The pa- 
geant, on the whole, was well got up, and handsomely 
conducted. The victor of New Orleans has reason to 
be pleased with the cordiality and enthusiasm of his 
welcome. While the citizens of New Orleans enjoy 
the satisfaction of having paid marks of honor and 
veneration to their champion and hero, who has come 
on his last visit, to gaze for the last time on the scene of 
his glory. [N. O. Bulletin. 

eparture of gen. Jackson from New Orleans. On the 
13th instant, the ceremony of laying the corner stone 
of the monument—to be erected on the battle ground 
at New Orleans, was performed, at which general 
Jackson was preneat- This over, he was escorted by 
the military, the officers of the city, members of the 
legislature, and others to the steamboat, in which he 
departed, amid the farewell greetings of the numerous 
citizens, who had assembled to look, probably, for the 
last time, upon the brave defender of their city. 

Thus, says the New Orleans Picayune, in allusion to 
the ceremony just completed previous to his departure, 
thus terminated gen. Jackson's visit to New Orleans, a 
city with whose history his name will be enwoven 
though no marble monument should ever raise to per- 
petuate his memory. 


Gas. A highly successful experiment has been made 
in London for the production of gas from water and tar 
combined. The gas burned with a flame as pure and 
bright as that from coal, while the expense of its produc- 
tion is much less, and the process much more simple 
and expeditious. It wasestimated that gas from tar 
and water could be furnished at one-third of the price 
charged for coal gas by the companies. 


Indiana. The democratic convention which was 





But all the pride, pomp | 
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nated Tilghman A. Howard as a candidate for gover- 
nor, Benjamin S. Tully for lieutenant governor, an for 
eleciors for president and vice president William Hen- 
dricks, George W. Ewing, Robert D. Owen, George 
Boon, Thomas J. Hurlev, J. L. Robinson, A. Kenne- 
dy, W. A. Peaseelee and J. M. Loman. It is said 
that the greatest harmony prevailed at the meeting, 
and not a doubt seems to be entertained of the tri- 
umphant success of the democratic cause in that state 
at the coming elections. The names of Martin Van 
Buren and Richard M. Johnson, are placed under the 
editorial head of all the democratic papers throughout 
the state as candidates for president and vice presi- 
dent. [Dem. 

James river. ‘The Richmond Compiler of Saturday 
says, the river rose on ‘Tuesday night bree of five 
feet, caused by the rain of Tuesday. ‘The proprietors 
of warehouses and lumber yards on the river were 
securing their moveable property as fast as possible. 
A part of Mayo’s bridge had been already swept away, 
and the remainder would go with the surrounding ice. 

Bacher’s dam had partially yielded to the pressure, and 

‘fears were entertained that it would be swept away 
altogether, in which event great destruction of property 
would be occasioned by the immense torrent thus let 
oose. 

The Whig says: “The destruction of Mayo’s bridge 
by the ice will be of serious inconvenience to the city 
until it can bereplaced. A meeting is called to-day in 
Manchester on the subject; and in this paper, Mrs. 
Mayo publishes a notice for proposals to rebuild. 

“A bridge is indispensable, and we hope it will be 
erected promp'ly, and on a plan that will ensure safety 
in the immense travel across it. 

“During the last thaw upwards of one hundred bat- 
teaux and a large canal boat passed over Bacher’s dam. 
at Maiden’s Adventure falls. And three hundred have 
neen destroyed on different parts of the river during the 
thaw.” 


Bill Johnson— United States circuit court. At the ad- 
|journed session of this court, judge Conkling presiding, 
\ the celebrated “Bill Johnson of the thousand isles,” was 
i tried for a violation of the neutrality laws, in setting on 
| foot a military expedition against the province of Upper 
| Canada, and sentenced to one year’s imprisonment in 
the county jail, and a fine of five dollars. [N. Y. Cour 


Money. ‘The American of January 29 says: “The 
money rate in Philadelphia is one per cent. a month 
out of doors, and on good paper. In New York, the 
rate was from 1 to 1 1-2 per cent.” 


Ohio. A state convention of the friends of Harrison 
and ‘Tyler is proposed to be held at Columbus on the 
22d of February. ‘The last Scioto Gazette contains ihe 
names of nine hundred and fifty delegates appointed 
ata meeting of the whigs of Ross county, to represent 
that county in said convention. 


Rhode Island. The whig state convention of Rhode 
Island, assembled at Providence, nominated on the 
17th instant Samuel W. King, of Johnston, for the 
office of governor, and Byron Diman, of Bristol, for 
the office of lieutenant governor. 

The administration nominations for the same offices 
are John Brown Francis, of Warwick, for governor, 
and Nathaniel B. Bullock, of Bristol, fur lieutenant 
governor. 
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Tobacco. The Virginia tobacco crop for 1839, proves 
to be large and of a good quality. It is estimated at 
45,000 hhds. ‘The whole crop ot the United States is 
estimated at much less than in tormer years. Our an- 
nual exports have averaged about 100,000 hhds. 


Transylvania university. We understand that the 
rev. R. J. Breckenridge, of the second Presbyterian 
church of Baltimore, has been elected to the office oi 
president of ‘Transylvania university, at Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

The weather. The year, 1839 closed with very cold 
weaiher. ‘Ihe annexed statement will give the reader 
some idea oj the weather. 

Petersburg, Virginia, Jan. 1,6 degrees below zero; 
| Newburyport, Dec. 31, 9 degrees abuve zero; Rutland, 
Jan. 1, zere; Washington, Dec. 31, 5 degrees below 
zero. 

The average range of the thermometers in Hartford, 
Connecucut, Friday morning, the 17th inst. was 15 
deg. below zero—the coldest morning by 10 or 12 deg. 
experienced the present winter. 

At Springfield, Mass. on Thursday morning, the 
thermometer stood at 14 to 18, and on Friday morning, 
at 30 below zero. 

In Albany, Friday last was far the coldest day of the 
winter. ‘I'he thermumeter stood at 6, A. M. at 24 be- 
low zero. [Penn. Ing. 

At Columbia, Pa. on Friday morning, 17th instant, 
the thermometer, at Gossler’s hotel, stood at four de- 
grees below zero—the coldest day, (says the Courant? 
since 1835. 

At New Lebanon (N. Y-.) on the morning of the 
16th inst. the mercury was down to 30 degrees below 
zero. 


Wheat in Ohio. The Massillon Gazette states that 
fifty cents, cash, per bushel, is the lowest price at 
which wheat has been sold at that place the present 
season. 

Massillon being immediately on the canal, and an 
import depot for the surrounding agricultural district, 
wheat of Course, bears a top price, at that place, com- 
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